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PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION:
TRANSITION TO A BIDEN ADMINISTRATION

3Source: Politico Updated November 7

• Biden flipped AZ, MI, NE-02, 
PA, and WI

• No final results in GA, NC, 
and AK

• Pending recounts in WI and 
GA

https://www.politico.com/2020-election/results/president/


BIDEN’S POSITIONS ON NUCLEAR ISSUES
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NUCLEAR ENERGY

• Climate plan includes creating
ARPA-C, which would explore
“small modular nuclear reactors at
half the construction cost of
today’s reactors.”

• “Drive dramatic cost reductions in
critical clean energy technologies,
including…advanced nuclear –
and rapidly commercialize them,
ensuring that those new
technologies are made in
America.”

YUCCA MOUNTAIN

• “Under a Biden Administration
there would be absolutely zero
dumping of nuclear waste in
Nevada.”

• Served in Obama Administration,
which moved to close the
repository.

Sources: JoeBiden.com; KTNV; Defense News

NUCLEAR WEAPONS

• Would “take steps to demonstrate
our commitment to reducing the
role of nuclear weapons.”

• Opposed to W76-2 low-yield
nuclear warhead.

• Pursue extension of New START
Treaty (expires Feb. 5, 2021).

• Future of weapons production
unknown (pit production at
Savannah River Site & Los Alamos
National Laboratory).

https://joebiden.com/climate-plan/
https://www.ktnv.com/news/president-trump-respects-nevada-on-yucca-mountain-nuclear-dump-site
https://www.defensenews.com/global/the-americas/2020/10/09/find-out-where-trump-and-biden-stand-on-defense-and-security-issues/


POTENTIAL DOE SECRETARY NOMINEES
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Politico has identified three potential nominees for DOE Secretary:

ERNEST MONIZ
President and CEO, Energy Futures 
Initiative; former Energy secretary; 

professor of physics and engineering 
systems emeritus at MIT

ELIZABETH SHERWOOD-RANDALL
Professor at Georgia Institute of 

Technology; former deputy secretary of 
energy; former White House coordinator 

for Defense Policy, Countering Weapons of 
Mass Destruction

ARUN MAJUMDAR
Engineering professor at Stanford; 
former acting under secretary of 
Energy; founding director of the 

Advanced Research Projects Agency -
Energy

Sources: POLITICO

https://www.politico.com/news/2020/11/07/joe-biden-cabinet-picks-possible-choices-433431


HOUSE: DEMOCRATS HOLD MAJORITY
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Democrats hold majority but are 
expected to lose about 10 seats.

Democrats will likely hold ~222 
seats in the 117th Congress.

Energy-related priorities:
• Pelosi: Invest in “green and 

sustainable” infrastructure
• Democratic platform 

includes nuclear energy for 
first time in 48 years

Sources: Politico; Associated Press; 2020 Democratic Party Platform Updated November 8

https://www.politico.com/2020-election/results/house/
https://apnews.com/article/election-2020-joe-biden-virus-outbreak-health-legislation-42e07c78a0d058b364b774c78902b208
https://www.demconvention.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020-07-31-Democratic-Party-Platform-For-Distribution.pdf


SENATE: MAJORITY UNCLEAR
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• Republicans likely to 
have at least 50 seats in 
January

• Two Georgia run-offs will 
decide Senate majority

• Democrats flip AZ and 
CO seats

• Republicans flip AL seat

Source: Politico Updated November 6

https://www.politico.com/2020-election/results/senate/


NOTABLE SENATE RETIREMENTS

• Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN)
• Major impact to Senate Appropriations Energy & Water Dev. Subcommittee
• Also member of Senate Energy & Natural Resources Committee

• Sen. Tom Udall (D-NM)
• Member of the Senate Appropriations Energy & Water Dev. Subcommittee
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KEY NEW MEMBERS IN DOE COMMUNITIES
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Teresa Leger 
Fernandez
(D-NM-03)

Site: Los Alamos 
National 
Laboratory

Predecessor: Ben 
Ray Lujan

Ben Ray 
Lujan (D-NM)
Sites: Los Alamos 
National 
Laboratory; Sandia 
National 
Laboratories; 
Waste Isolation 
Pilot Plant

Predecessor: Tom 
Udall

Bill Hagerty
(R-TN)

Site: Oak Ridge 
Reservation

Predecessor: 
Lamar Alexander

New 
Vacancy 

(CA)
Sites: Lawrence 
Livermore National 
Laboratory; Sandia 
National 
Laboratories

Predecessor: 
Kamala Harris

HOUSE SENATE

Yvette 
Herrell

(R-NM-02)

Site: Waste 
Isolation Pilot Plant 
(WIPP)

Predecessor: 
Xochitl Torres Small



CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATIONS AT
DOE CLEANUP SITES (POST-2020)
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Brookhaven National 
Laboratory

Sen. Chuck Schumer (D)
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D)

Rep. Lee Zeldin (R)

Hanford Site

Sen. Patty Murray (D)
Sen. Maria Cantwell (D)
Rep. Dan Newhouse (R)

Idaho

Sen. Mike Crapo (R)
Sen. Jim Risch (R)

Rep. Mike Simpson (R)

Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory

Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D)
Vacant

Rep. Barbara Lee (D)

Los Alamos
National Laboratory

Sen. Martin Heinrich (D)
Sen. Ben Ray Lujan (D)

Rep. Teresa Leger Fernandez (D)

Nevada National
Security Site

Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto (D)
Sen. Jackie Rosen (D)

Rep. Steven Horsford (D)

Oak Ridge Reservation

Sen. Marsha Blackburn (R)
Sen. Bill Hagerty (R)

Rep. Chuck Fleischmann (R)
Rep. Tim Burchett (R)

Paducah

Sen. Mitch McConnell (R)
Sen. Rand Paul (R)

Rep. James Comer (R)

Portsmouth

Sen. Sherrod Brown (D)
Sen. Rob Portman (R)

Rep. Brad Wenstrup (R)
Rep. Bill Johnson (R)

Sandia National
Laboratories

Sen. Martin Heinrich (D)
Sen. Ben Ray Lujan (D)
Rep. Deb Haaland (D)

Savannah River
Site

Sen. Lindsey Graham (R)
Sen. Tim Scott (R)

Rep. Joe Wilson (R)
Rep. Jim Clyburn (D)

Waste Isolation
Pilot Plant

Sen. Martin Heinrich (D)
Sen. Ben Ray Lujan (D)
Rep. Yvette Herrell (R)

West Valley
Demonstration Site

Sen. Chuck Schumer (D)
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D)

Rep. Tom Reed (R)

Learn more with ECA’s site profiles at www.energyca.org. 



RETIREMENTS BRING CHANGES IN
HOUSE COMMITTEE LEADERSHIP
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Chairwoman Nita Lowey (D-NY) will retire after serving in Congress for 30
years and as the top Democrat on the Committee since 2013. Reps. Marcy
Kaptur (D-OH), Rosa DeLauro (D-CT), and Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL)
are running to succeed her as Chairwoman.

HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE

Ranking Member Greg Walden (R-OR) will retire after serving on the
Committee for 19 years. Potential successors include Reps. Cathy McMorris
Rodgers (R-WA) and Michael Burgess (R-TX).

HOUSE ENERGY & COMMERCE COMMITTEE

Ranking Member Mac Thornberry (R-TX) will retire after serving in Congress
for 25 years and as the top Republican on the Committee since 2015.
Potential successors include Reps. Joe Wilson (R-SC), Mike Turner (R-OH),
and Mike Rogers (R-AL).

HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE



CHANGE IN SENATE ENERGY &
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE
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• Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) reached 
her term limit as Committee Chair.

• Sen. John Barrasso (R-WY) is 
expected to succeed her.

• Sen. Joe Manchin (D-WV) is 
expected to remain as the Ranking 
Member.



HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
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DEMOCRATS

Nita Lowey (NY-17), Chairwoman Mike Quigley (IL-05)

Marcy Kaptur (OH-09) Derek Kilmer (WA-06)

Peter Visclosky (IN-01) Matt Cartwright (PA-08)

José Serrano (NY-15) Grace Meng (NY-06)

Rosa DeLauro (CT-03) Mark Pocan (WI-02)

David Price (NC-04) Katherine Clark (MA-05)

Lucille Roybal-Allard (CA-40) Pete Aguilar (CA-31)

Sanford Bishop (GA-02) Lois Frankel (FL-21)

Barbara Lee (CA-13) Cheri Bustos (IL-17)

Betty McCollum (MN-04) Bonnie Watson Coleman (NJ-12)

Tim Ryan (OH-13) Brenda Lawrence (MI-14)

Dutch Ruppersberger (MD-02) Norma Torres (CA-35)

Debbie Wasserman Schultz (FL-23) Charlie Crist (FL-13)

Henry Cuellar (TX-28) Ann Kirkpatrick (AZ-02)

Chellie Pingree (ME-01) Ed Case (HI-01)

REPUBLICANS

Kay Granger (TX-12), Ranking Andy Harris (MD-01)

Harold Rogers (KY-05) Martha Roby (AL-02)

Robert Aderholt (AL-04) Mark Amodei (NV-02

Mike Simpson (ID-02) Chris Stewart (UT-02)

John Carter (TX-31) Steven Palazzo (MS-04)

Ken Calvert (CA-42) Dan Newhouse (WA-04)

Tom Cole (OK-04) John Moolenaar (MI-04)

Mario Diaz-Balart (FL-25) John Rutherford (FL-04)

Steve Womack (AR-03) Will Hurd (TX-23)

Jeff Fortenberry (NE-01)

Chuck Fleischmann (TN-03)

Jaime Herrera Beutler (WA-03)

David Joyce (OH-14)

(Committee assignments are subject to change in each new Congress)Red = Leaving Congress



HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE
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DEMOCRATS
Adam Smith (WA-09), Chairman Filemon Vela (TX-34)

Susan Davis (CA-53) Andy Kim (NJ-03)

James Langevin (RI-02) Kendra Horn (OK-05)

Rick Larsen (WA-02) Gil Cisneros (CA-39)

Jim Cooper (TN-05) Chrissy Houlahan (PA-06)

Joe Courtney (CT-02) Jason Crow (CO-06)

John Garamendi (CA-03) Xochitl Torres Small (NM-02)

Jackie Speier (CA-14) Elissa Slotkin (MI-08)

Tulsi Gabbard (HI-02) Mikie Sherrill (NJ-11)

Donald Norcross (NJ-01) Veronica Escobar (TX-16)

Ruben Gallego (AZ-07) Deb Haaland (NM-01)

Seth Moulton (MA-06) Jared Golden (ME-02)

Salud Carbajal (CA-24) Lori Trahan (MA-03)

Anthony Brown (MD-04) Elaine Luria (VA-02)

Ro Khanna (CA-17) Anthony Brindisi (NY-22)

William Keating (MA-09)

REPUBLICANS

Mac Thornberry (TX-13), Ranking Sam Graves (MO-06)

Joe Wilson (SC-02) Elise Stefanik (NY-21)

Rob Bishop (UT-01) Scott DesJarlais (TN-04)

Michael Turner (OH-10) Ralph Abraham (LA-05)

Mike Rogers (AL-03) Trent Kelly (MS-01)

Mike Conaway (TX-11) Mike Gallagher (WI-08)

Doug Lamborn (CO-05) Matt Gaetz (FL-01)

Robert Wittman (VA-01) Don Bacon (NE-02)

Vicky Hartzler (MO-04) Jim Banks (IN-03)

Austin Scott (GA-08) Liz Cheney (WY-At-Large)

Mo Brooks (AL-05) Paul Mitchell (MI-10)

Paul Cook (CA-08) Jack Bergman (MI-01)

Bradley Byrne (AL-01) Michael Waltz (FL-06)

(Committee assignments are subject to change in each new Congress)Red = Leaving Congress



SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
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REPUBLICANS

Richard Shelby (AL), 
Chairman John Hoeven (ND)

Mitch McConnell (KY) Shelley Moore Capito 
(WV)

Lamar Alexander (TN) John Kennedy (LA)

Susan Collins (ME) Cindy Hyde-Smith (MS)

Lisa Murkowski (AK) Steve Daines (MT)

Lindsey Graham (SC) Marco Rubio (FL)

Roy Blunt (MO) James Lankford (OK)

Jerry Moran (KS)

DEMOCRATS

Patrick Leahy (VT), Vice 
Chairman Jeff Merkley (OR)

Patty Murray (WA) Christopher Coons (DE)

Dianne Feinstein (CA) Brian Schatz (HI)

Richard Durbin (IL) Tammy Baldwin (WI)

Jack Reed (RI) Chris Murphy (CT)

Jon Tester (MT) Joe Manchin (WV)

Tom Udall (NM) Chris Van Hollen (MD)

Jeanne Shaheen (NH)

Red = Leaving Congress



SENATE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE
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REPUBLICANS

James Inhofe (OK), 
Chairman Dan Sullivan (AK)

Roger Wicker (MS) David Perdue (GA)*

Deb Fischer (NE) Kevin Cramer (ND)

Tom Cotton (AR) Martha McSally (AZ)

Mike Rounds (SD) Rick Scott (FL)

Joni Ernst (IA) Marsha Blackburn (TN)

Thom Tillis (NC) Josh Hawley (MO)

DEMOCRATS

Jack Reed (RI), Ranking 
Member Martin Heinrich (NM)

Jeanne Shaheen (NH) Elizabeth Warren (MA)

Kirsten Gillibrand (NY) Gary Peters (MI)

Richard Blumenthal (CT) Joe Manchin (WV)

Mazie Hirono (HI) Tammy Duckworth (IL)

Tim Kaine (VA) Doug Jones (AL)

Angus King (ME)

*Pending run-off election in JanuaryRed = Leaving Congress



WHAT’S NEXT?

• Continuing Resolution expires Dec. 11
• McConnell says he has agreement with Pelosi on FY21 omnibus spending bill—not 

another CR
• NNSA vs. EM funding

• Another stimulus bill
• McConnell signaled he wants to pass a stimulus bill before the end of the year, 

and state/local aid “could be part of the legislation"

• National Defense Authorization Act
• House and Senate passed this summer; no conference bill yet
• SASC Chairman Inhofe has said he expects the bill to pass in November
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Source: Washington Post

https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2020/11/04/mcconnell-new-stimulus-bill/?itid=ap_ericawerner


FY21 FUNDING (EM)

18More information: www.energyca.org/budget-tracker



FY21 FUNDING (OTHER DOE)

19More information: www.energyca.org/budget-tracker
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