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ECA 2015 PEER EXCHANGE - COMMUNITIES WORKING WITH DOE  

Over ninety ECA 

members and other 

participants met in 

Washington, DC on 

February 12-13, 2015 to 

discuss how local 

communities can 

continue to engage with the Department of Energy 

(DOE) and Congress.  Representative Mike 

Simpson (ID-2), Representative Chuck Fleischmann 

(TN-3), and high ranking DOE officials from the 

Secretary’s office, Office of Environmental 

Management (EM), Office of Nuclear Energy (NE), 

the National Nuclear Security Administration 

(NNSA), and industry representatives were on hand 

to interact and speak with the group. 

ECA Chair and Aiken County Councilman Chuck 

Smith, opened the meeting by noting the 

accomplishments communities made in the last year 

(Continued on page 4) 

MONICA REGALBUTO RENOMINATED AS EM-1  

Dr. Monica Regalbuto has been 

renominated by President Obama 

to serve as Assistant Secretary for 

Environmental Management.  Dr. 

Regalbuto, who has served as 

Associate Principal Deputy 

Assistant Secretary of 

Environmental Management since last June, was 

originally nominated to the position during the last 

Congress.  Despite widespread support in the 

Senate, her nomination lapsed when Congress 

adjourned.  Dr. Regalbuto began her career in 1988 

at Argonne National Laboratory and recently served 

in the Office of Nuclear Energy as Deputy Assistant 

Secretary for Fuel Cycle Technologies.  It’s not 

clear when the Senate Energy and Natural 

Resources Committee will begin considering her 

nomination but we will bring you more information 

as it becomes available.  This and other nominations 

can be found here.  

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/02/25/presidential-nominations-sent-senate
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To sign up for the ECA email server 

please visit our website: 

www.energyca.org 

On Monday, February 2, the Administration 

submitted its $4 trillion budget request to Congress 

setting the appropriations process in motion.  The 

request for fiscal year (FY) 2016, which begins on 

October 1, proposes $4 trillion in spending, 

including about $1.15 trillion in discretionary 

spending, an increase of nearly 2 percent over last 

year’s enacted levels.  Discretionary spending is 

dominated by the Department of Defense (DOD) 

request of $534 billion, some $35 billion above 

congressionally mandated budget caps.  The 

Department of Energy’s (DOE) total request comes 

in at $29.9 billion, including $12.5 billion for the 

National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA), 

$5.8 billion for Environmental Management (EM), 

and $907 million for Nuclear Energy (NE) 

spending. 

Congressional leadership has set an ambitious goal 

of passing a budget resolution and all 12 

appropriations bills on time this year.  That has not 

been accomplished for more than 20 years.  In the 

last few years, continuing resolutions and massive 

omnibus spending packages have become the norm.  

For the last two years, however, appropriators had 

the guidance of the Ryan-Murray budget agreement 

to direct their spending decisions.  This year, there 

is no agreement and the budget caps set in the 2011 

Budget Control Act.  That means that if Congress 

appropriates money without adjusting spending 

caps, sequestration will force mandatory budget 

cuts.  Prospects for a new budget deal were never 

bright and have only dimmed in the last two 

months, meaning Congress will have to work with 

executive agencies to balance priorities and avoid 

the sort of sequestration-required reductions that all 

sides have called draconian. 

In brighter news, reports indicate that the House and 

Senate Budget committees are planning to begin 

consideration of their budget resolutions in March.  

The deadline for Congress to pass a budget 

resolution, which is not signed by the president and 

is non-binding, is April 15.  Congressional 

appropriations committees have already begun 

consideration of the President’s budget request and 

draft spending bills should be released in April.  

This year’s National Defense Authorization Act 

(NDAA) should also begin its markup process 

around that time. 

For an updated breakdown of the FY16 budget 

request, see the chart on page 3. 

DOD’s budget request can be found here. 

DOE’s budget request can be found here. 

The entire FY16 budget proposal can be found here.  

http://www.energyca.org
http://www.defense.gov/home/features/2015/0215_budget/
http://energy.gov/articles/energy-department-presents-fy16-budget-request
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/Overview
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Bulletin Ideas? 
Would you like to have stories featured in the next Bulletin? 

Send your ideas and photos to Devon@energyca.org 

*According to the DOE budget request documents  

 

Department of Energy FY 2016 Budget Request* 

Appropriation FY 2014 Enacted ($) FY 2015 Enacted ($) FY 2016 Request ($) 

Department of Energy Total 27,281,046,000 27,916,797,000 29,923,752,000 

National Nuclear Security Administration 

Weapons Activities 7,781,000,000 8,180,359,000 8,846,948,000 

Total NNSA Funding 11,207,000,000 11,399,034,000 12,565,400,000 

Environmental Management Funding 

Defense Environmental Cleanup 5,000,000,000 5,453,017,000 5,527,347,000 

Non-Defense Environmental 

Cleanup 
231,741,000 246,000,000 220,185,000 

Uranium Enrichment 

Decontamination and 

Decommissioning Fund 

Contribution Payment 

--- 463,000,000 471,797,000 

Total EM Funding 5,830,315,000 5,861,017,000 5,818,024,000 

Funding Highlights 

Carlsbad/WIPP 221,170,000 324,455,000 248,178,000 

Hanford/Richland 1,012,620,000 1,007,230,000 914,000,000 

Idaho National Laboratory 391,993,000 405,103,000 366,702,000 

Lawrence Livermore National 

Laboratory 
1,476,000 1,366,000 1,366,000 

Los Alamos National Laboratory 224,789,000 189,600,000 188,625,000 

Oak Ridge Reservation 429,541,000 431,142,000 365,672,000 

Office of River Protection 1,210,000,000 1,212,000,000 1,414,000,000 

Nevada NNSA Site 61,897,000 64,851,000 62,385,000 

Paducah 324,524,000 269,773,000 232,129,000 

Portsmouth 199,465,000 275,828,000 227,221,000 

Sandia National Laboratory 2,814,000 2,801,000 2,5000,000 

Savannah River Site 1,255,430,000 1,259,542,000 1,336,766,000 

Nuclear Energy Funding 

Nuclear Energy 888,376,000 833,379,000 907,574,000 

Legacy Management Funding 

Legacy Management 176,983,000 171,854,000 167,180,000 
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by working closely 

together, including aiding 

in the passage of 

Manhattan National Park 

and land transfer 

legislation.  The theme of 

continuing that 

collaboration was echoed 

by speakers and 

participants throughout the 

meeting. 

Representative Mike 

Simpson, Chairman of the House Appropriations 

Energy and Water Subcommittee 

Rep. Mike Simpson, whose  southeastern Idaho 

district includes the Idaho National Laboratory, 

kicked off this year’s DC Peer Exchange.  Rep. 

Simpson is a long-time supporter of ECA and this 

was his sixth time addressing the group.  He was 

introduced by Idaho Falls 

Mayor Rebecca Falls who 

noted the Rep. Simpson’s 

belief in research, tireless 

advocacy for 

communities, and 

commitment to solving 

complex problems like 

those involved with 

interim waste storage. 

Rep. Simpson spoke candidly about some of the 

fiscal challenges facing Congress, agencies, and 

communities in the coming months.  He said that 

agency testimony on the Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 

budget, which was released on February 2nd, had 

already begun.  Congressional leaders have set an 

ambitious goal of passing all twelve appropriations 

bills before the start of FY16 on October 1st.  Rep. 

Simpson noted that this feat hasn’t been 

accomplished since 1994.  He called for a candid 

discussion of fiscal concerns facing the entire 

country and shared that sequestration would return 

before the end of the year without some sort of 

budgetary deal.   

“We need to find a path towards fiscal solvency that 

involves address mandatory spending,” Rep. 

Simpson said, noting that the country could not 

afford to only cut discretionary spending. 

On energy and water appropriations, Rep. Simpson 

gave his honest assessment that spending would not 

be as high as he and ECA members would like and 

that his committee’s challenge would be in 

balancing priorities.   

He said the Mixed Oxide Fuel Fabrication Facility 

in South Carolina represented a challenge regarding 

the disposal of plutonium but was convinced that 

the Administration would continue the project given 

a lack of alternatives.  The Administration also 

acknowledges the importance of South Carolina to 

the entire DOE complex, he said.  

The Waste Isolation Pilot Project (WIPP) in New 

Mexico “would likely cost over $500 million to 

fix,” Rep. Simpson said.  WIPP has proven to be a 

challenge to the rest of the complex because of the 

lack of viable disposal solutions in other states and 

violations of consent orders that may come with 

temporarily storing waste.   

Addressing fines that 

have been levied and 

threatened by various 

states, Rep. Simpson said, 

“I’m concerned that 

penalties might not be 

used to keep the DOE’s 

feet to the fire.”  It’s not 

for states’ lack of trying, though, “because in some 

cases, the last thing we want is for sites to open 

before they are safe and ready,” he said. 

Nuclear waste storage is an ongoing challenge, Rep. 

Simpson said, because even “if Yucca is opened 

tomorrow, it would be full.  What about the rest of 

the waste?”  Interim storage hold ups are not going 

to open Yucca Mountain any faster or solve the 

problems of long-term waste storage capacity.  The 

House Committee on Energy and Commerce is 

supportive of interim storage provided Yucca 

remains fully funded and Rep. Simpson said he 

hopes Congress can keep that path open.  The 

(Continued from page 1) 

ECA 2015 Meeting - Communities 
Working with DOE 

(Continued on page 5) 

Rep. Simpson gave his honest assessment 

that spending would not be as high as he 

and ECA members would like and that his 

committee’s challenge would be to 

balance priorities. 
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option would help the entire complex, not just his 

Idaho district, he said. 

In closing, Rep. Simpson stressed ECA members to 

meet all energy and water appropriators if they visit 

Congress.  It is important to build and maintain 

relationships with local congressmen, but 

communities should press their concerns to a wider 

audience to ensure all representatives are suitably 

educated and able to take part in the cleanup 

conversation. 

Rep. Simpson answered a number of questions 

following his keynote speech.  He said it was 

important to have the 

involvement of private 

companies and 

contractors involved in 

DOE complex 

discussions because they 

are likely to be doing 

the very work that DOE 

needs in the very 

communities ECA members represent.  Their voices 

are also important in the interim storage realm, he 

said.   

Bipartisanship is also important to overcoming 

various political challenges to funding.  “We cannot 

govern crisis-to-crisis,” he said, and being partisan 

gives too few too much power over important 

issues.  Rep. Simpson ended his visit by saying he 

will continue to keep ECA member interests in 

mind throughout the budget and appropriations 

process and that he is planning to visit more ECA 

sites in the coming months. 

NNSA Administrator Lt. Gen. Frank Klotz 

NNSA Administrator and DOE Under Secretary for 

Nuclear Security Frank Klotz addressed ECA’s DC 

Peer Exchange for the first time since being 

confirmed by the Senate last April.  He was 

introduced by ECA Treasurer and Los Alamos 

County Council 

Chair Kristin 

Henderson.  She 

praised 

Administrator Klotz 

for “[turning] the 

NNSA around in 

terms of clarity of 

mission and 

effectiveness in 

engagement.”   

Administrator Klotz 

opened his talk by 

sharing the leadership philosophy he has laid out at 

NNSA of “mission first, people always.”   

Klotz said he believes without local support, the 

NNSA and DOE at-

large would not be able 

to do the job of securing 

the nation through the 

application of nuclear 

science and stewardship 

of the nuclear stockpile. 

He shared that NNSA 

was making progress on 

nuclear warhead replacements, including the 

plutonium pit production that has been mandated by 

Congress.  Administrator Klotz also gave an 

overview of missile replacement processes and a 

progress report on the planned replacement of Ohio 

class ballistic missile nuclear submarines.   

Major strides have been taken to improve the 

nuclear security enterprise, including at the old 

Kansas City Plant and the newer National Security 

Campus.  The newer campus, which was dedicated 

last summer, was completed ahead of schedule, $10 

million under budget, and with the site’s best safety 

and security performance on record according to a 

contractor press release. 

Administrator Klotz then gave an overview of the 

President’s budget request for NNSA.  For more 

(Continued from page 4) 

ECA 2015 Meeting - Communities 
Working with DOE 

(Continued on page 6) 

Klotz said he believes without local support, 

the NNSA and DOE at-large would not be 

able to do the job of securing the nation 

through the application of nuclear science 

and stewardship of the nuclear stockpile. 

ECA Chair Chuck Smith listens 

attentatively to NNSA Administrator 

Klotz 
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information on the NNSA’s request, see the chart 

on page 3.  

“This year’s request represents the Administration’s 

priority placed on all NNSA programs,” Klotz said.  

Requests included a 7.5% increase for weapons 

activities, an 11% 

increase for spending 

on nuclear reactors, and 

total NNSA spending is 

up by 8.8%. 

Representative Chuck 

Fleischmann, 

Chairman of the 

House Nuclear Cleanup Caucus 

Representative Chuck Fleischmann spoke to ECA 

for the first time since taking on the leadership of 

the House Nuclear Cleanup Caucus.  Rep. 

Fleischmann, who represents the Oak Ridge Site 

and serves on the House Energy and Water 

Appropriations Subcommittee, was introduced by 

ECA Secretary and 

Roane County 

Executive Ron 

Woody.  Woody 

praised Rep. 

Fleischmann for 

“establishing himself 

as a vocal 

advocate...on behalf 

of those communities 

most impacted by the 

Oak Ridge Site” as 

well as his efforts to 

ensure work at the 

site was recognized. 

Rep. Fleischmann called Oak Ridge a special place.  

“When I think about it, I think about the Manhattan 

Project,” because of the work done at the site during 

World War II to enrich uranium. 

Fleischmann outlined some of the work happening 

at Oak Ridge, including building new plutonium 

processing plant and making progress on 

decontamination and decommissioning.  

He went on to say that there was no one-size-fits-all 

model of working with DOE, but pointed out that 

many Oak Ridge models work well.  He found that 

local communities are generally very friendly 

towards DOE activities, but their support cannot be 

gained or sustained simply on the number of jobs 

produced.  Communities must fight for their site-

specific needs but work 

together to amplify their 

voice and strength. 

“National laboratories, 

site cleanup, and 

stockpile stewardship 

should be national 

priorities,” he said.  

Surrounding communities, host states, and the 

entire nation should know about vital DOE sites and 

local governments should continue to educate 

people. 

In response to a question from ECA Chair Chuck 

Smith on fines, Rep. Fleischmann said he realized 

the tough situation states are in when trying to hold 

DOE to its word.  There is competition for funding 

for important work within the energy and water 

appropriations category and the entire budget and 

DOE must find a way to cooperate with states to get 

the job done. 

Acting Assistant Secretary for Environmental 

Management Mark Whitney 

Acting Asst. Sec. Mark Whitney, who has been in 

his position since last May, was introduced by ECA 

Vice-Chair and City of Kennewick Mayor Steve 

Young.  Mayor Young said or Mr. Whitney that 

“his leadership and collaborative approach has been 

particularly critical that helping make sure Richland 

cleanup operation continue on pace.” 

Whitney said that engaging stakeholders and locals 

was the favorite part of his new job.  Prior to 

moving to DOE headquarters, he was the Manager 

of EM’s Oak Ridge Office.   

“I realize that not all stakeholders have the same 

values and priorities, so it is important to meet with 

(Continued from page 5) 

ECA 2015 Meeting - Communities 
Working with DOE 

(Continued on page 7) 

“National laboratories, site cleanup, and 

stockpile stewardship should be national 

priorities,” Rep. Fleischmann said. 

Nuclear Cleanup Caucus Chair Chuck 

Fleischmann speaks to ECA for the 

first time in n new role 
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people and identify 

them,” Whitney 

said.  He said he 

realizes how 

important local 

communities are 

and that their 

support is needed 

even when 

disagreements may 

occur.  “But we 

must understand 

why disagreements 

arise.” 

He said EM and ECA communities were very 

fortunate to have very informed and engaged 

congressional delegations and appropriators.   

Whitney then moved on to speak about WIPP’s 

future, which has implications for the entire DOE 

complex.  He said the $248 million request, down 

from the $324 million enacted last year, would go to 

support efforts to reopen the facility by the first 

quarter of 2016.  “It will only reopen if it is safe to 

operate,” he said.   

He also said he anticipated the Oak Ridge 

decommissioning and decontamination project 

ending in 2016.  Whitney addressed the “many 

multi-generational challenges” at Hanford and 

Richland and pointed out that a risk review was 

currently being conducted to focus on helping 

inform the sequencing of work going forward.   

Mr. Whitney could not comment on the status 

ongoing negotiations with New Mexico regarding 

fines.  In response to a question on delays and 

safety, Whitney said safety is an overriding priority 

for DOE but fully understood the frustrations of 

communities when delays to critical processes 

occur. 

Acting Deputy Under Secretary for Management 

and Performance David Klaus 

Acting Deputy Under Secretary David Klaus 

addressed the ECA DC exchange for the second 

time since his tenure began in July 2013.  In his 

introduction, ECA Chair Chuck Smith said Mr. 

Klaus’s openness and willingness to engage local 

communities has been refreshing and that he has 

been a true partner working with communities. 

Under Secretary Klaus began by noting that he 

would continue to focus on building an improved 

safety culture 

throughout the DOE 

complex.  He 

acknowledged the role 

communities have 

played and will continue 

to play in that process. 

He addressed land 

transfers at Hanford, 

saying they are moving 

forward in accordance 

with clear legislative 

deadlines.  Klaus did 

mention that DOE 

intends to move forward in a way that recognizes 

the interests of all major parties involved.  

On WIPP, he clarified the impact of the facility’s 

closure on the rest of the complex by saying that it 

has caused problems for the DOE in meeting 

cleanup and removal obligations with other states. 

Under Secretary Klaus also addressed the 

establishment of the Manhattan Project National 

Park.  DOE and the National Park Service have 

already begun meeting and working together on the 

details of the work to be done.  The goal of having a 

draft memorandum of understanding available for 

public comment by spring is currently on track, he 

shared.  Klaus also highlighted Secretary Moniz’s 

interest in seeing the project move forward during 

his tenure, adding pressure on the relevant DOE 

components to efficiently develop and implement 

plans for the park. 

In response to a question highlighting the retirement 

of more than 50% of DOE’s workforce in the next 5 

year, Klaus said DOE has a terrific workforce now 

(Continued from page 6) 

ECA 2015 Meeting - Communities Working 
with DOE 

(Continued on page 8) 

Acting Deputy Under Secretary 

Klaus highlighted DOE’s interest 

in seeing the Manhattan National 

Park Project move forward. 

Acting Assistant Secretary Mark 

Whitney said interacting with local 

stakeholders is the best part of  his job. 
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and is committed to making DOE a great please to 

work for younger people.  He said he is working 

with site manages to replace retirees with younger 

employees and those with longer career paths.  

Klaus acknowledged though, with just 4% of 

employees under the age of thirty and only 150 

interns throughout DOE versus 450 interns a decade 

ago.  He said he wanted to make the hiring process 

shorter and more attractive to potential employees. 

Los Alamos County Council Chair Kristin 

Henderson made a point that national laboratories 

should be allowed and encouraged to hire part-time 

employees.  This would allow parents to avoid 

having to choose between raising a family and their 

careers.  Klaus called it a good idea and said he 

would raise the suggestion with the laboratory 

improvement board. 

Under Secretary Klaus also 

highlighted that DOE is looking 

at third party financed 

transactions and will likely be 

moving forward with them at 

some sites.  ECA members 

stressed the need for DOE to 

work with local communities on these projects 

which can assist with development and financing.  

He was urged to look at models that have worked at 

DOE and at Department of Defense sites where the 

local government or local economic development 

entity has played a key role. 

The Path Ahead with ExchangeMonitor 

Publications CEO Martin Schneider 

Martin Schneider began by saying that EM was 

spending nearly $6 billion across the complex in an 

unsustainable manner.  In the next four years, 

virtually every site management and operation 

contract may potentially be up for bid as noted in 

the chart on page 9.  This does not include any 

potential new contracts.   

Many cleanup milestones and operational needs are 

approaching and more money will be needed to 

meet deadlines.  Finally, infrastructural needs are 

“coming due” across 

the complex and 

sequestration may be 

back making the 

cleanup mission even 

harder.  Schneider 

said he sees virtually 

every EM state 

locked in some legal 

battle with DOE in 

the next few years 

that will pull money 

and manpower away 

from critical site 

needs and only 

exacerbate 

problems. 

Given these challenges, what should communities 

do?  Schneider’s answers were to: 

Think about the program differently because 

parameters were being executed 

in a mindset first established 

twenty-five years ago; 

Think about how high level 

waste can be better managed 

and disposed of; 

 Better engage and 

incentivize the private companies, shifting risk 

away from contractors so more companies are 

willing to bid for contracts and develop 

expertise in the field; 

 Change the fact that no one at EM headquarters 

have ever bid or managed a contract; 

 And shift OMB’s focus on regulatory milestones 

and requirements. 

Nuclear Waste Management and Disposal in the 

New Congress 

ECA Nuclear Energy Programs Director Kara 

Colton moderated a panel with Mary Pietrzyk of the 

Nuclear Energy Institute, Bill Lindquist of Waste 

Control Specialists, Charles Maguire of the Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality, Nye 

(Continued from page 7) 
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(Continued on page 9) 

EM was spending nearly $6 

billion across the complex in an 

unsustainable manner 

according to Schneider. 

DOE Senior Advisor Mary Wagner 

gives a presentation to the ECA Board. 

(left to right, Rick McLeod, SRSCRO; 

Kristen Ellis, DOE;  Mary Wagner, 

DOE; Seth Kirshenberg, ECA; Chuck 

Smith, ECA Chair; Ron Wood, ECA 

Secretary; Jim Beavers, ECA) 
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County Commission Dan Schinhofen, and Carlsbad 

Councilman Richard Doss.   

Panelists were asked to comment on what they 

thought could happen  and what they hope might 

happen – with regards to high-level nuclear waste 

(HLW) and spent nuclear fuel (SNF) management 

and disposal.  The lively discussion focused on 

consolidated interim storage and recognition that 

public support does exist for the development of 

nuclear waste storage and disposal facilities.   

Bill Lindquist spoke about WCS’s recently 

announced intention to develop a private consent-

based consolidated interim storage facility in 

Andrews County, Texas.  Lindquist, sitting 

alongside Texas regulator Charles Maguire, noted 

that support stems from the good relationship and 

open communication between WCS, the state and 

the community, as well as the county’s interest in 

diversification outside of the oil and gas industry.   

Dick Doss spoke about the public support that exists 

in the local community around  WIPP, where the 

Eddy Lea Alliance is also working on a proposal to 

develop a consent-based consolidated interim 

storage facility for HLW and SNF. 

Commissioner Dan Schinhofen focused on the 

planned repository at Yucca Mountain.  He noted 

that there is potential in the new Congress for the 

Yucca Mountain licensing application to move 

forward.  He added that there is strong support to 

continue pursuing Yucca Mountain in Nevada.  

Schinhofen cited a letter noting that nine rural 

counties in Nevada representing 75 percent of the 

area of the State – Nye, White Pine, Humboldt, 

Elko, Churchill, Lander, Esmeralda, Mineral, and 

Lincoln – have passed resolutions urging the federal 

government to follow the law and complete the 

review of the Yucca Mountain License Application 

so that independently reviewed scientific studies can 

provide the basis for the decision on whether or not 

to build the repository.  He also spoke to the 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s findings in the 

Safety Evaluation Report (SER), Volume 4, which 

says DOE fails to meet necessary requirements 

relating to ownership of land and water 

rights.  Schinhofen stated that the federal 

government already owns the land, it just has not 

been transferred to the DOE yet. 

Finally, there was recognition that congressional 

leaders have stated their intent to introduce 

legislation on waste storage and to fund Yucca in 

the coming months.   Panelists said it was 

incumbent on communities to educate Congress so 

they can have an informed discussion when a bill 

does reach the floor.  

(Continued from page 8) 
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Source:  ExchangeMonitor & Publications Forums 
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Voices of the Manhattan Project, a joint development by the Atomic Heritage Foundation and the 

Los Alamos Historical Society, is publishing Manhattan Project oral histories.   Check them out at 

www.manhattanprojectvoices.org.  

MANHATTAN PROJECT NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK IMPLEMENTATION  - 
ECA MEMBERS MEET WITH DOE AND NPS OFFICIALS IN WASHINGTON, DC  

This month, ECA Members from 

the cities and counties adjacent 

to Los Alamos, Oak Ridge and 

Hanford met with Department 

of Energy (DOE) and National 

Park Service (NPS) officials in 

Washington, DC to discuss the 

implementation of the Manhattan Project National 

Historical Park (“Park”).   

At the NPS meeting, ECA members and staff had 

the opportunity to meet the NPS Staff responsible 

for working on the Park implementation.  ECA 

members also shared information about the current 

visitors to future Park highlights including the B 

Reactor, Fuller Lodge, and the Graphite 

Reactor.  NPS officials were encouraged to hear that 

many of the Manhattan Project sites already attract 

many visitors annually.  ECA members also shared 

information on community efforts to support the 

Park at each site.   

At the meeting with DOE, local elected leaders met 

with DOE Headquarters and Site Office officials 

responsible for working with NPS to open the 

Park.  ECA Members discussed efforts within their 

communities to support DOE and NPS efforts to get 

the Park open.  ECA members and DOE officials 

also discussed the importance of working together 

to establish the Park, and how community initiatives 

can assist DOE and NPS.   

DOE and NPS are required under the Park 

legislation to develop a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) by the end of the year.  DOE 

and NPS officials plan to visit each of the three sites 

in the coming months.  ECA will publish the dates 

for those meetings when they are available.  ECA is 

also planning a summer Peer Exchange for 

Manhattan Project communities to discuss 

implementation of the Park. 

ECA members are holding regular coordination 

calls to share information about the ongoing work in 

their communities to implement the Park, to discuss 

in-person meetings, Park implementation funding, 

critical issues that should be included in the MOU, 

and other issues.  If you would like to participate in 

the meeting please contact Devon Hill at 

devon@enegyca.org.  

http://www.manhattanprojectvoices.org
mailto:devon@enegyca.org
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SENATOR ALEXANDER OUTLINES PLAN FOR UPF  

Tennessee Senator Lamar 

Alexander, Chairman of the 

Senate Appropriations Energy 

and Water subcommittee, has 

announced a plan to bring the 

Uranium Processing Facility 

(UPF) to completion on time and 

within a budget cap of $6.5 

billion according to Frank 

Munger of the Knoxville News-

Sentinel. 

Sen. Alexander has been an advocate of UPF which 

is being constructed in Oak Ridge but has at times 

been critical of the project’s cost growth.  Working 

with his subcommittee’s ranking member, 

California Sen. Dianne Feinstein, Sen. Alexander 

set a cap for the project which is intended to 

consolidate and modernize the work with bomb-

grade uranium. 

UPF is currently being revised by the Bechtel-led 

contractor in Oak Ridge to keep costs down and 

allow for the closure of older facilities as soon as 

possible.  Sen. Alexander said he instructed a 

review team to use the $6.5 billion cap because “we 

can’t have a project that goes up a half-billion or a 

billion dollars every year just because somebody 

comes up with a new idea.” 

Sen. Alexander said there was no plan for his 

subcommittee to hold a UPF specific hearing but 

that there will be sufficient money this fiscal year to 

continue site-preparations and design work.  

Senator Lamar Alexander 

NEW MEXICO CONTINUES TO PRESSURE DOE 

New Mexico’s Environment Department (NMED) 

continues to press the Department of Energy (DOE) 

to pay a fine for the errors at Los Alamos National 

Laboratory (LANL) that led to last February’s 

accident at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP).  

NMED fined DOE $54 million in December in 

connection with state hazardous waste permits.  

Earlier this month, the Albuquerque Journal 

reported that NMED was considering another $100 

million in fines against LANL based “solely on 

violations for which there is no dispute of fact,” 

according to NMED Secretary Ryan Flynn. 

DOE continues to claim the state “improperly 

imposed penalties for violations which did not 

occur” and calls NMED’s fines “grossly 

disproportionate” to those levied against other 

federal agencies.  Flynn has said he wants DOE, “to 

step up and work with us on a constructive path 

forward in order to resolve all of the issues that 

caused this release” of radioactivity at WIPP.” 

The closure of WIPP, which could cost up to half a 

billion dollars to reopen, has major implications 

throughout the nation’s nuclear weapons complex.  

Waste removal from other states has been stalled 

and storing it on site would violate agreements 

DOE has with other governments.  Those violations 

may incur even more fines. 

Flynn has called 

DOE’s refusal to pay 

the fines “a really 

dangerous precedent.”  

Although DOE has 

paid fines to New 

Mexico and other 

states for 

environmental 

violations in the past, 

Flynn claims that DOE’s stance amounts to “[them] 

saying they are above the law and that states don’t 

have authority to hold them accountable.” 

How would fines be paid? 

DOE is taking the position that any state fines will 

come from money appropriated to cleanup 

accounts. 

When NMED issued the fines, it specified that they 

should not be paid out of vital funds meant to 

cleanup decades’ worth of contamination from 

nuclear weapons work. 

“Essentially, DOE is threatening to punish states by 

doing less cleanup work if states attempt to hold it 

accountable for violating federal and state 

environmental laws,” Flynn said. 

(Continued on page 12) 

NMED Secretary Ryan Flynn 
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CLEANUP CAUCUS KICKS OFF  

On February 12, Congressmen Chuck Fleischmann 

(R-TN) and Ben Ray Lujan (D-NM) announced 

they would serve as co-chairs of 

the House Nuclear cleanup 

Caucus during their first meeting 

of the 114th Congress.   

“Our nation has a tremendous 

nuclear history, and with that has 

come an important nuclear 

cleanup mission,” said 

Fleischmann who represents the 

city of Oak Ridge. “I am excited 

today to host the first meeting of 

the 114th Congress’ Nuclear 

Cleanup Caucus with co-chair 

Lujan and members from across 

the country who have districts that 

are impacted.  I also want to thank Acting Assistant 

Secretary for Environmental Management, Mark 

Whitney, for taking part in this meeting.  This 

Caucus will serve to promote the awareness of our 

nuclear legacy and build a stronger coalition to fight 

for the needs of our cleanup missions, and I am 

eager to get to work.” 

The Caucus held its first meeting on the February 

12th. 

“The Nuclear Security Complex has a number of 

legacies that are deeply rooted in its regional 

communities.  First amongst these is the legacy of 

service by members of the local community in 

support of the national defense,” said Luján whose 

New Mexico district includes Los 

Alamos National 

Laboratory.  “However, there is 

also the legacy of nuclear waste, 

which continues to threaten the 

current and future health and 

environment of these communities 

that have given so much to our 

nation.  Moving forward we need 

to honor the legacy of service by 

fulfilling our obligation to clean 

up this legacy of waste in a safe, 

effective, and efficient manner.  I 

look forward to working with Rep. 

Fleischmann, the rest of the caucus, 

and stakeholders, including the 

Regional Coalition of LANL Communities, which I 

recently met with to discuss the importance of 

environmental cleanup and our commitment to 

advocating for the resources to address waste at 

LANL.” 

Members of the caucus were joined by Acting 

Assistant Secretary for Environmental Management 

(EM) Mark Whitney.  The Caucus was founded and 

led by former Congressman Doc Hastings who 

retired last year.  It works to inform members of the 

cleanup mission at the 16 EM sites across the 

country.  

Pictured Left to Right: Co-Chairman Chuck 

Fleischmann, Acting Assistant Secretary for 

Environmental Management Mark Whitney, 

Co-Chairman Ben Ray Luján  

Acting Assistant Secretary Mark Whitney has told 

ECA that cleanup appropriations are the only option 

for fines. 

The communities around LANL and WIPP have 

continued to press both sides to work on a 

resolution.   

(Continued from page 11) 

New Mexico Continues to Pressure DOE 
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Please visit our website: 

http://www.energyca.org 

to be added to our mailing list 

WCS ANNOUNCES INTENT TO DEVELOP CONSOLIDATED INTERIM STORAGE 
SITE IN TEXAS  

Shortly after the Commissioners Court of Andrews 

County, Texas, passed a resolution in support of 

establishing a consolidated interim storage site for 

high-level radioactive waste (HLW) and spent 

nuclear fuel (SNF), Waste Control Specialists 

(WCS) announced its intent to apply for a license 

for consent-based interim storage of used nuclear 

fuel at its site in western Andrews County.  The site 

sits atop a formation of 600 feet of impermeable red

-bed clay, and the State of Texas has determined the 

WCS facility does not sit above or adjacent to any 

underground drinking water formations. 

WCS notified the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

that it plans to submit the final license application 

by April 2016. 

WCS already operates two separately licensed low-

level radioactive waste disposal facilities in 

Andrews County, including the Texas Compact 

Disposal Facility  the only commercial Compact 

facility built since Congress passed the Low-Level 

Radioactive Waste Policy Act more than 30 years 

ago.  It is licensed to dispose of Class A, B, and C 

low-level radioactive waste and mixed low-level 

radioactive waste.  WCS also operates the Federal 

Waste Facility for waste from the U.S. Department 

of Energy (DOE).  The State of Texas takes title to 

any waste disposed in the Compact Waste Facility 

and DOE takes title to any waste disposed in the 

Federal Waste Facility.  

WCS already has contracts in place with most of 

the nuclear power plants in the U.S. and a 

nationwide contract with DOE that can be used by 

DOE or its contractors. 

William J. Lindquist, Chief Executive Officer of 

WCS, who spoke at ECA’s “Communities Working 

with DOE” Peer Exchange this month, states in the 

company’s press release, “We already offer the only 

one-stop shop for low-level radioactive waste 

storage, processing and disposal and with this 

development we will be in a position to provide a 

comprehensive solution for the entire range of 

waste produced in the nuclear fuel cycle."   The 

company adds that it intends to “work with other 

experienced industry leaders to assist with used 

nuclear fuel management and transportation.” 

Secretary of Energy Ernest Moniz spoke about 

WCS’s intention after a hearing on DOE’s FY 2016 

budget proposal before the House Science, Space 

and Technology Committee this month.  According 

to the Weapons Complex Monitor, Moniz said DOE 

is “very interested” but has not yet had the 

opportunity to sit down with WCS to better 

understand its plans.  Moniz also expressed his 

belief that new legislation is likely necessary, 

especially in regards to getting access to the 

Nuclear Waste Fund. 

WCS anticipates the licensing, regulatory 

requirements, and construction process to be 

completed by December 2020.  

Read more here.  

http://www.energyca.org
http://www.wcstexas.com/pdfs/press/2.7.FINAL.PR.pdf
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FAREWELL ALLISON, WE’LL MISS YOU  

After six years, ECA is bidding farewell to our Deputy 

Executive Director, Allison Finelli.  Since her arrival in April 

2009, Allison has been an integral part of the ECA team, 

working closely with our members and on their behalf with 

the U.S. Department of Energy.  From her first tour – 

Hanford’s B Reactor – to her last – the Nevada National 

Security Site  Allison has become an expert on 

environmental cleanup issues and a friend to local 

governments and energy communities.  We wish her well in 

all her future endeavors.  Allison can be reached at on 

LinkedIn and by email at allison.finelli@gmail.com.  
Allison on the far right with Energy Secretary Moniz and 

ECA Board Members last summer, 

NEWLY RELEASED AND UPDATED:  
A Community Handbook on Nuclear Energy: Understanding Nuclear Energy and 

Alternatives for the Future  

To receive your free copy, please send an e-mail to sharon.worley@energyca.org  

mailto:allison.finelli@gmail.com
mailto:sharon.worley@energyca.org
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