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ECA to Host Intergovernmental Special Session: 
“Consent-Based Siting and Nuclear Waste Manage-
ment Priorities”  

ECA, in coordination with the 
Environmental Council of the States 
(ECOS) and with support from the 
Department of Energy’s Office of 
Nuclear Energy (NE), will host a 
special session at the 2016 
Intergovernmental Meeting entitled, 
“Consent-Based Siting and Nuclear 
Waste Management Priorities” in 
New Orleans, LA next month. 

Andy Griffith, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Spent Fuel and Waste 
Disposition, is the lead on DOE’s 

effort to design a consent-based 
siting process and an integrated 
waste management system and will 
be joined by other senior DOE 
officials for roundtable discussions 
with the five intergovernmental 
groups that have now met annually 
for fifteen years—ECA; ESCOS; the 
National Association of Attorneys 
General (NAAG); the National 
Governors Association’s Federal 

(Continued on page 3) 

ECA Submits Comments on DOE’s Consent-Based Siting 
Draft Report 

Commends Inclusion of Potential 
Repository for Defense HLW  

ECA recently submitted comments 
on DOE’s draft report, “Designing a 
Consent-Based Siting Process: 
Summary of Public Input,” noting 
that the report “reflects the time and 
effort DOE is taking to create an 
environment where stakeholders can 
trust their concerns are being heard.” 

ECA asserts that the most significant 
development in the draft report is the 
fourth element of the nuclear waste 

management strategy: “A permanent 
geological repository for the disposal 
of defense high-level nuclear waste 
and, potentially, some DOE-
managed fuel.”  ECA has been 
advocating for DOE to consider 
defense nuclear waste disposition a 
priority since the formation of the 
Blue Ribbon Commission on 
America’s Nuclear Future in 2010.  
As ECA states in its comments, 
“moving forward with a separate 

(Continued on page 2) 

http://www.energyca.org
http://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2016/09/f33/09%2015%2016%20Draft%20Summary%20of%20Public%20Input%20Report.pdf
http://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2016/09/f33/09%2015%2016%20Draft%20Summary%20of%20Public%20Input%20Report.pdf
http://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2016/09/f33/09%2015%2016%20Draft%20Summary%20of%20Public%20Input%20Report.pdf
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The Presidential Transition  

With the election just days away, focus in the 
nation’s capital will soon turn to the transition.  
Each side has had some high level officials in place 
for weeks, if not months.  They have been charged 
with developing policy agendas, implementation 
strategies, but most importantly, with identifying 
and vetting senior government officials.  The 
incoming administration will have roughly 70 days 
to choose agency leadership and begin filling some 
4,000 politically appointed positions, 1,000 of 
which require Senate confirmation.  ECA will 
provide more information on the transition teams 
and key appointments, especially those within the 
Department of Energy, as they are made public.   

For now, however, the Partnership for Public 
Service’s Center for Presidential Transition has set 
up a website that compiles resources, timelines, and 

news articles related to the 
transition.  That includes a 
Transition Overview 
guide that lists the Agency 
Transition Directors 
Council members.  DOE Director of the Office of 
Management Ingrid Kolb represents her agency on 
that council. 

Transition Teams 

The transition teams have been hiring staff in recent 
weeks to vet potential appointees and begin agency 
review.  Additional relevant staff will be made 
available in ECA’s email news updates.  According 
to Politico, lobbyist Mike McKenna has been 

(Continued on page 5) 

repository for defense high-level waste can lead to 
lessons-learned for subsequent repositories, 
including how to do consent-based siting, 
transportation planning and rebuild public trust that 
nuclear waste disposition can be done in a way 
supported by sound science and protective of public 
and environmental health.”   

ECA commends DOE for addressing a request made 
by many commentators to release preliminary siting 
considerations.  In the draft report, DOE states its 
intention to release a separate draft report for public 
comment defining preliminary siting criteria 
(covering a range of concerns including site special 
requirements, geologic and other hazard 
identification, environmental factors, socioeconomic 
factors) by December 2016.   

In regards to DOE’s interest in providing funding 
for potentially interested host communities, states, 
or tribes to learn more about nuclear waste 
management, ECA expresses the importance of 
ensuring resources are available to help these 
stakeholders provide outreach and education 
programs in order to reach “informed consent.”  
ECA notes that it will continue, as should DOE, to 
“urge Congress to provide assured funding for this 

program as included in the FY 2017 Budget Request 
so that a Funding Opportunity Announcement can 
be released as soon as possible.” 

ECA also addresses an important omission in the 
draft report: plans to release an initial list of the 
types of incentives or compensation DOE is willing 
to offer a potential host for taking on this mission.  
ECA asserts that it is important that a potential host 
community, state, or tribe to have some 
understanding of what the federal government is 
willing to negotiate, recommending that it could 
help local and state officials looking to engage with 
the public and build interest or support. 

Finally, as included in all ECA input to DOE, ECA 
advises that it is imperative that DOE addresses 
nuclear waste management and disposal with a 
“tangible sense of urgency.”  While current efforts 
may have succeeded in creating momentum, it must 
be maintained.  If tangible progress cannot be made 
in a timely manner, ECA recommends that the 
federal government provide funding for 
communities that have become de facto interim sites 
for defense high-level waste and commercial spent 
nuclear fuel at decommissioned nuclear reactor sites 
to help them offset the impacts of storing waste 
beyond the timeframe originally expected. 

See ECA’s full comments on DOE’s draft report, 
“Designing a Consent-Based Siting Process: 
Summary of Public Input” here.  

(Continued from page 1) 

ECA Submits Comments on DOE’s Consent-
Based Siting Draft Report  

http://presidentialtransition.org/
https://presidentialtransition.usa.gov/files/2016/07/Transition-Overview-8-2-NK.pdf
http://www.politico.com/story/2016/09/trump-energy-team-mike-mckenna-myron-ebell-228672
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/55c4c892e4b0d1ec35bc5efb/t/5818d5ab1b631b707add5e06/1478022571475/ECA+Comments+on+CBS+Siting+Process+-+Summary+of+Public+Input+Draft+Report.pdf


October 2016 ECA Bulletin 

3 

 

ECA Executive Board Election 

November 16, 2016 
Hotel Monteleone 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
 

ECA will hold its annual Board Meeting 
and Executive Board Elections at the 
Intergovernmental Meeting.   
 
Elections will be held for: 

 
 Chair 
 Vice Chair 
 Treasurer 
 Secretary 
 Member-At-Large 

 

Current Executive Board Members 

Chair Chuck Smith 
Council Member 
Aiken County, SC 

Vice Chair Steve Young, 
Mayor, Kennewick, WA Secretary Ron Woody 

Roane County Executive, TN 

Treasurer Kristin Henderson 
Councilor, Los Alamos County, NM Past Chair Mayor Robert 

Thompson, Richland, WA  

Facilities Task Force (NGA); the National 
Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL); and the 
State and Tribal Government Working Group 
(STGWG). 

Meeting sessions will include: 

 An update on NE efforts to design a consent-
based siting process including pending requests 
for information and potential funding 
opportunity announcements. 

 How the pursuit of a separate geologic 
repository for defense high-level waste (HLW) 
impacts the Office of Environmental 
Management mission. 

 Understanding the roles and responsibilities of 
the federal government, Congress, state 
legislators, regulators, local governments and 
Tribes in a consent-based siting process. 

 Identifying the cost and content for education 
and outreach efforts around potentially 
interested host communities and states. 

Ultimately, the meeting aims to help DOE better 
understand what states, communities and Tribes 
want out of the process and what their priorities are 
moving forward.  Meeting participants will also 
work together to develop key messages for the 
incoming Administration in order to maintain 
momentum around nuclear waste management and 
disposition.   

The meeting is open to all intergovernmental group 
members and invited participants.  For more 
information, please contact to Kara Colton, ECA’s 
Director of Nuclear Energy Programs, at 
kara.colton@energyca.org.  

(Continued from page 1) 

ECA to Host Intergovernmental Special 
Session: “Consent-Based Siting and Nuclear 
Waste Management Priorities” 

mailto:kara.colton@energyca.org
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Russia Withdraws from Plutonium Disposal Treaty, MOX Fate Uncertain  

In a decision that has massive ramifications for the 
MOX program and U.S. national security, on 
October 3, 2016, Russian President Vladimir Putin 
issued a degree to suspend the 2000 Plutonium 
Management and Disposition Agreement (PMDA) 
with the United States—one of the seminal 
disarmament deals in the post-Cold War period.  

The PMDA required each country to dispose of a 
combined total of 34 tons of weapons-grade 
plutonium. While neither Russia nor the U.S. has 
been quick to dispose of their excess plutonium, 
Russia had announced its intention to dispose of 
the material by using it as fuel for their BN-800 
fast neutron reactor, which reached full power 
production in August 2016 and commercial 
operation on October 31, 2016. The United States 
has been less definitive about its method of 
disposal.  

In 2007, the U.S. began construction at the DOE's 
Savannah River Site (SRS) of the MOX Fuel 
Fabrication Facility.  Once completed, this facility 
would mix the plutonium with uranium oxide—
producing a substance that is more difficult to 

weaponize than plutonium and can be used as fuel 
in commercial nuclear reactors. Today, the facility 
remains unfinished and could cost as much as $10 
billion to complete. The Administration has 
continued its attempts to end the MOX program; 
the FY2017 budget submission requests $270 
million to terminate the MOX facility construction 
and $15 million to explore a dilute-and-disposal 
method for the excess plutonium, which would 
down-blend the plutonium and prepare it for 
storage at the Waste Isolation Pilot Program 
(WIPP).   

While there is no indication of if or when the two 
countries might resume cooperation, in a Popular 
Science article, DOE did confirm that the U.S. 
remains committed to verifiably disposing of its 
excess plutonium, despite Russia's walk-back on 
the agreement. It also confirmed that the dilute-and
-dispose method is now being pursued at SRS for 
existing plutonium stores not covered by the 
agreement, rather than the MOX fuel method, 
because dilute-and-dispose will be cheaper and 
quicker to implement. 

 
ECA Peer Exchange 

 
Meeting the New Administration 

Addressing Energy Priorities and Securing Progress 
February 23-24, 2016 

 
Capitol Liaison Hotel 

415 New Jersey Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC  20001 

 

 
Interested in becoming a Sponsor? 

Contact Megan Casper at meganc@energyca.org for more information. 

mailto:meganc@energyca.org
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Check out Daughters of Hanford, a project that highlights women’s 

perspectives of the Hanford nuclear site.  The project offers a cross-section of 

politicians, leaders, and environmental cleanup advocates - all women who 

were part of history and the future talent putting their minds on the nuclear 

site’s toughest problems.  Click here for more information . 

leading the Energy Department team for the Trump 
transition effort.  McKenna previously served as an 
external relationship specialist at DOE and has ties 
to the American Energy Alliance, the Institute for 

Energy Research, and a number of energy 
companies.  The Clinton transition has yet to name 
an Energy Department lead, and has only in recent 
days begun hiring more staffers to its two-dozen 
transition team.  The Trump team currently includes 
over 100 people. 

Potential Appointments 

Rumors have been swirling about potential cabinet 
appointments on both sides.  While the Clinton 
transition does not have a lead energy  staffer, 
speculation has been rife about potential cabinet 
appointees.  Should Clinton not retain Secretary 
Moniz, her current campaign chairman and former 
White House Chief of Staff John Podesta is said to 
have his eye on the job.  Trump may choose 
Oklahoma oil entrepreneur Harold Hamm.  At this 
point, however, rumors are plentiful and likely to 
change weekly.  ECA will bring you more on 
appointments and high level advisors as they are 
made official.  

(Continued from page 2) 

The Presidential Transition  

Position Trump Clinton 

Chair New Jersey 
Governor Chris 
Christie 

Former Secretary of 
the Interior Ken 
Salazar 

Co-Chair   Harvard Institute of 
Politics Director 
Maggie Williams 

Co-Chair   Former National 
Security Adviser 
Tom Donilon 

Co-Chair   Former Michigan 
Governor Jennifer 
Granholm 

Federal Government to Pay $73.5 Million Nuclear Storage Settlement  

DOE has agreed to pay a $73.5 million settlement over its failure to provide a long-
term disposal site for spent nuclear fuel.  The settlement, which was recently 
approved by a federal claims court according to the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 
will be used to reimburse Dairyland Power for costs incurred due to storing nuclear 
waste from the retired La Crosse Boiling Water Reactor in Genoa, Wisconsin.   

Utilities nationwide have sued the federal government for breach of contract in 
order to get reimbursed for costs associated with nuclear waste expenses. The 
federal government is responsible for finding a long-term disposal site for nuclear 
fuel and had committed to open Yucca Mountain by 1998, but the project was 
suspended   

Katie Thomson, a Dairyland spokeswoman, said Dairyland will be paid for the 
expenses it incurred to move fuel from its reactor to concrete casks located outside 
the power plant in the Village of Genoa near La Crosse.  

(Photo: Peter Thomson / La 
Crosse Tribune) 

http://www.daughtersofhanford.org/?page_id=29
http://www.politico.com/story/2016/08/insiders-game-out-clintons-cabinet-226599
http://www.politico.com/story/2016/07/trumps-energy-whisperer-225877
http://www.jsonline.com/story/money/business/energy/2016/10/21/feds-pay-dairyland-735-million-nuclear-settlement/92514596/
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DOE Releases draft Request for Information on Private Initiatives to 
Develop Interim Storage Facilities; Potential Host/Neighboring 
Communities Invited to Respond  

This month, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) 
posted notice in the Federal Register of a draft 
Request for Information (RFI) on Pr ivate 
Initiatives to Develop Consolidated Interim Storage 
Facilities.  The purpose of the RFI is to gather input 
on the role of private initiatives (PIs) for private 
consolidated interim storage facilities (ISF), 
whether pilot-scale or larger-scale, as an alternative 
or in addition to federal facilities sited using a 
consent-based siting process.  

The RFI reads, “Although not envisioned in the 
Administration’s Strategy, [private initiatives] 
represent a potentially promising alternative that can 
be used either solely or in addition to federal 
facilities for consolidated interim storage.” 

The RFI outlines twelve questions on which they 
are seeking input: 

1. What key factors should be considered to ensure 
that private initiatives (PIs), as part of the 
overall integrated nuclear waste management 
system, would provide a workable solution for 
interim storage of spent nuclear fuel and high-
level waste? 

2. How could a PI benefit: 

a) The local community and state or Tribe in 
which an interim storage facility (ISF) is 
sited? 

b) Neighboring communities? 

3. What type of involvement if any should the 
Department or other federal agency consider 
having with the PI and the community regarding 
organizational, structural, and contractual 
frameworks and why? 

4. What are the benefits and drawbacks of a PI, 
compared to a federally-financed capital project 
resulting in a government-owned contractor 
operated (GOCO) interim storage facility? 

5. What assurances to the Government do you 
think would be appropriate, to ensure that SNF 
stored at a private ISF, would be managed 

effectively so as to contain the costs to the 
Government? 

6. What possibilities are there with respect to 
business models for a PI, and what are the 
benefits and disadvantages of those models? 

7. How could a PI manage liabilities that might 
arise during the storage period? 

8. What state/local/tribal authorizations/approvals 
would be needed? 

9. How can the Government continue to explore or 
implement the PI concept in a fair, open and 
transparent manner going forward? 

10. What, if any, supporting agreements might be 
expected between the Government and the host 
state/tribe/local community associated with a 
PI? 

11. What other considerations should be taken into 
account? 

12. Are there any alternative approaches to 
developing non-federally-owned facilities that 
might be proposed (e.g. how projects would be 
financed, anticipated regulatory and legal issues, 
etc.)?  If so, what are they, are there proposed 
solutions, and how would the above questions 
be answered with respect to such approaches? 

DOE specifically notes, “potential host/neighboring 
communities, potential ISF operators and existing 
nuclear waste facility operators, among others, may 
be interested in responding to this RFI.” 

Responses are due by January 27, 2017, and should 
be sent via email to PrivateISF@hq.doe.gov with 
the subject line, “Response to the RFI on Private 
Initiatives to Develop Consolidated SNF Storage 
Facilities.”  DOE is asking that responses be limited 
to approximately 15 pages.  Any questions about the 
draft RFI can be sent to the same email address. 

The full RFI is available on the DOE-NE website, 
here.  

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/10/27/2016-26018/office-of-nuclear-energy-request-for-information-on-approaches-involving-private-initiatives-for
mailto:PrivateISF@hq.doe.gov
http://www.energy.gov/ne/downloads/private-isf
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NNSA Confronting Budget Challenges, May Impact 
Modernization of Nuclear Deterrence  

NNSA Administrator Lt. Gen. Frank Klotz warned 
that if Congress does not ease budget caps in the 
coming fiscal years then his agency would be 
unable to keep the nuclear warhead modernization 
program on track. 

“If the relief we got through the Bipartisan Budget 
Act, which eased, modestly, the caps for fiscal year 
‘16 and ‘17, are not reincarnated in some form for 
FY18, 19 and beyond, all bets are off. I’ll say that 
again: all bets are off. And god forbid if 
sequestration rears its ugly head again, they’re 
doubly off,” NNSA head Frank Klotz told an 
audience gathered at the Minot21 Conference on 
Capitol Hill September 22, according to Defense 
News. 

“The first thing that happens” under lowered budget 
caps, “is you cancel programs, whether it’s a 
weapons program or construction program or some 
other program, you cancel it because you don’t have 
the money to pay for it” Klotz said. 

NNSA is laying the groundwork for a major 
upgrade of the country’s nuclear arsenal while also 
facing major deferred infrastructure bills that have 
left some facilities crumbling.  

On September 27, Defense Secretary Ashton Carter 
warned that infrastructure needs investment in 

much the same way that 
major nuclear delivery 
systems do. 

“I think infrastructure is 
in the same category, 
therefore it has to be a 
part of our investment plan moving forward,” Carter 
said. “That includes the scientific facilities, it 
includes all of the support facilities.” 

Klotz has estimated that there is roughly $3.7 billion 
in deferred maintenance to NNSA buildings.  In last 
month’s bulletin, ECA highlighted a congressional 
hearing where NNSA leadership spoke on the 
subject (see page 12 of the September Bulletin).  
Thus far, some in Congress have expressed 
skepticism regarding infrastructure funding. 

In a February budget hearing, Senate Armed 
Services Strategic Forces Subcommittee Chairman 
Jeff Sessions (R-AL) asked, “We’re in tight budget 
times — are you sure we need $3.7 billion just to 
refurbish buildings?” 

As a point of comparison, the FY 2017 budget 
request for NNSA included $9.2 billion for the 
upgrade and maintenance of nuclear warheads, and 
$2.7 billion to infrastructure and operations.  

DOE Holds Industry and Community Day for Savannah River Site  

DOE held an Industry Day and Community Day on October 24 and October 27 as part of its 
efforts to prepare for the impending bidding process for the management and operation contract at 
the Savannah River Site (SRS).  The current contract, held by Savannah River Nuclear Solutions, expires on 
July 31, 2018.  DOE recently released a Request for Information from parties that may be interested in bidding 
for that contract. 

Industry Day gave prospective contractors the opportunity to talk with DOE representatives face-to-face about 
the contract and individual company capabilities.  Community Day allowed locals the chance to voice ideas 
and concerns about the project, and better understand the bidding process and the impact on their community. 

“The SRS community welcomes the opportunity to be involved this early in the procurement process and DOE 
should be commended for implementing a recommendation made by ECA and host communities to make 
these opportunities available,” said SRS Community Reuse Organization Executive Director Rick McLeod.  
“We believe both DOE and the host communities will fine the discussion mutually beneficial.”  

Lt. Gen. Frank Klotz  

http://www.defensenews.com/articles/nnsa-head-all-bets-are-off-for-warhead-modernization-under-sequestration?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Early%20Bird%20Brief%2010.5.2016&utm_term=Editorial%20-%20Military%20-%20Early%20Bird%20Brief
http://www.defensenews.com/articles/nnsa-head-all-bets-are-off-for-warhead-modernization-under-sequestration?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Early%20Bird%20Brief%2010.5.2016&utm_term=Editorial%20-%20Military%20-%20Early%20Bird%20Brief
http://www.defensenews.com/articles/nnsa-pentagon-tracking-nuclear-infrastructure-bills
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NNSS Groundwater Safety Investigation Enters Final Stage of Monitoring  

EM announced this month that groundwater 
characterization efforts have reached an important 
milestone at the Nevada National Security Site 
(NNSS).  

According to an EM news update, Frenchman Flat, 
the NNSS location where ten underground nuclear 
tests were conducted between 1965 and 1971, will 
now transition from an active groundwater 
investigation area to a long-term monitoring—the 
final stage of the cleanup strategy.  

This milestone comes after extensive research and 
monitoring efforts, involving the drilling of wells 
throughout the site and the development of 
computer models to track the direction and speed of 
contaminates movement through groundwater and 
understand the complex, surrounding geology. 

Upon study of the site’s groundwater, NNSS 
scientists have conclusively confirmed that any 
contamination from the nuclear tests does not pose 
any risk to the public.  Any remaining radionuclides 
in the groundwater at Frenchman Flat is not 
expected to travel beyond the immediate 
environment.  “The groundwater flow system and 
potential for contaminant movement is well 
understood, to the point that protection of the public 
is ensured,” said Bill Wilborn, Manager of NNSS 
groundwater characterization for EM. 

Knowledge gained from the successful Frenchman 
Flat experience will help to inform efforts at other 
NNSS groundwater investigation areas as EM 
works to transition all active investigation areas to 
long-term monitoring.  Results from the long-term 
monitoring at Frenchman Flat will continue to be 
publicly reported annually.   

NNSA recently published an animated video 
explaining the processes by which the groundwater 
throughout NNSS has been studied and the findings 
of such studies. More information on groundwater 
characterization efforts at NNSS can be found here.  

Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board (NSSAB) members, left to 
right, Pennie Edmond, Donna Hruska (NSSAB chair), Janice 
Keiserman, and Don Neill in front of the NSSAB display at the 
Groundwater Open House. 

SRS Begins Down-Blending Operations  

The Savannah River Site (SRS) began efforts in late 
September 2016 to process and prepare six metric 
tons of surplus non-pit plutonium for disposal. 

This process, known as down-blending, involves the 
mixing of plutonium oxide with an inert material, 
resulting in a mixture that is stable and cannot be 
weaponized. After this dilution process, the 
plutonium mixture will be stored at the SRS Solid 
Waste Management facility until it is able to be 
received by the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) 
in Carlsbad, NM for ultimate disposition.  

NNSA has proposed this down-blending process as 
an alternative to MOX for reducing existing stores 

of plutonium oxide. Whereas the down-blending 
method dilutes the plutonium and renders it 
unusable for weapons, the MOX approach mixes 
plutonium oxide with uranium oxide to create a fuel 
usable in commercial nuclear reactors. The current 
down-blending project at SRS will not involve any 
plutonium originally designated for disposition 
through the MOX Fuel Fabrication Facility.  

In a DOE news release, SRS Manager Jack Craig 
said, “With today’s startup, we are taking an 
important step in fulfilling the Energy Department’s 
commitment to move plutonium out of South 
Carolina and into permanent disposal.”  

http://energy.gov/em/articles/em-marks-groundwater-characterization-milestone-nevada-site
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJG-S0rMcms
http://nnss.gov/pages/programs/em/GroundwaterCharacterization.html
http://www.srs.gov/general/news/releases/nr16_doe-pu-down-blend-startup.pdf
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WIPP Experiences Multiple Rock Falls  

WIPP recently experienced several underground 
ceiling collapses, the first discovered on September 
27, and a second reported October 7. These rock 
falls follow a similar ceiling fall that occurred in 
January of 2015.  

The falls occurred in inactive, prohibited areas of 
the underground mine, meaning no personnel were 
allowed to enter. The most recent incident occurred 
in Panel 3—a portion of the WIPP facility closed 
since February 2007. The DOE Carlsbad Field 
Office (CBFO) published an update iterating that 
the area of the underground affected by the rock 
falls does not impact the facilities current operations 
or the scheduled resumption of waste emplacement 
operations at WIPP.  

At a Carlsbad Town Hall Meeting on October 13, 
CBFO announced its decision to additionally close 
the far south end of the WIPP underground, citing 
concerns for worker safety and the efficient use of 

resources. Withdrawal from this area will allow 
crews to safely focus ground control operations and 
resources on active areas of the mine.  

CBFO Manager Todd Shrader said, “We believe 
this is the best path forward for ensuring the safety 
of the workforce and positioning WIPP for future 
operations.” DOE remains committed to reopening 
WIPP in a safe and timely fashion.  

This section of the ceiling collapsed in an underground area of 
the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant. 

DOE Announces Completion of Cleanup at Four Los Alamos Canyon Sites  

EM and Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) 
have finished cleanup at four sites which had 
previously contained surface deposits of waste 
leftover from the Manhattan 
Project and early Cold War 
atomic research. The project was 
completed under budget and 
ahead of schedule.  

According to an EM 
announcement, cleanup at the 
four sites—located on the south-
facing rim of Los Alamos 
Canyon—began in June 2016 and 
was performed by a private 
subcontractor, TerranearPMC. 
DOE-EM reports that a total of 
133 cubic yards of contaminated 
soil was removed from the site, then screened and 
packaged for transport to a disposal site in Utah.  

EM field office manager Doug Hintze said, 
“Removing contaminated soil from these four sites 
represents an important step in our cleanup efforts 
around the Los Alamos Townsite.” DOE intends to 
cleanup remaining sites along the canyon’s southern 
rim in 2017. 

According to the Los Alamos Monitor, at a LANL 
Leadership Conference, Hintze spoke of EM’s 
increasing emphasis on the important role of remote 

control equipment and other new 
technologies moving forward with 
cleanup along the canyon, saying, 
“[We] use the machinery to dig up 
the contaminated soil, take it, put 
it in containers and ship it off. 
This way, it’s safer for the 
workers because they aren’t 
working on the steep slopes, and 
you’re also reducing the exposure 
of personnel to that contaminant.”  

EM recently launched its 
“Science of Safety” initiative, a 
program meant to encourage and 

leverage existing engineering and technological 
competencies to improve worker safety and 
environmental quality in the field. A presentation 
from ECA’s 2016 National Cleanup Workshop that 
explains the DOE initiative and the benefit of 
advanced technology in the field can be found here.   

Workers stage equipment prior to removing 
contaminated soil 

http://www.wipp.energy.gov/Special/WIPP%20Update%2010_7_16.pdf
http://wipp.energy.gov/wipprecovery/recovery.html
http://energy.gov/em-la/articles/los-alamos-townsite-cleanup-complete-ta-01
http://www.lamonitor.com/content/doe-completes-legacy-waste-cleanup-4-sites-la-canyon-0
http://energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2016/09/f33/DOE%20NCW%20-%20160915%20FINAL%20REV01.pdf
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY FY 2017 BUDGET 
Appropriation FY 2016 

Enacted ($) 
FY 2017 

Request ($) 
Senate FY 2017 Bill ($) House FY 2017 Bill ($) 

Department of Energy 29,717,278,000 31,503,903,000 30,741,296,000 29,962,889,000 

National Nuclear Security Administration 
Weapons Activities 8,846,948,000 9,234,747,000 9,285,147,000 9,243,147,000 

Total NNSA Funding 12,526,512,000 12,884,000,000 12,867,186,000 12,853,570,000 

Environmental Management Funding 
Defense Environmental 
Cleanup 5,289,742,000 5,235,350,000 5,379,018,000 5,226,950,000 

Non-Defense Environmental 
Cleanup 255,000,000 218,400,000 255,000,000 226,745,000 

Uranium Enrichment 
Decontamination and 
Decommissioning Fund 

673,749,000 674,000,000 717,741,000 698,540,000 

Total EM Funding 6,218,491,000 6,119,099,000 6,400,000,000 6,152,235,000 

Site Funding Highlights 
Carlsbad/WIPP 269,260,000 271,000,000 274,540,000 292,720,000 

Hanford/Richland 922,590,000 716,811,000 839,760,000 754,758,000 

Idaho National Laboratory 396,000,000 362,088,000 362,088,000 382,088,000 

Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory 1,366,000 1,396,000 1,396,000 1,396,000 

Los Alamos National 
Laboratory 185,000,000 189,000,000 199,000,000 185,000,000 

Oak Ridge Reservation 239,050,000 198,219,000 263,219,000 220,315,000 

Office of River Protection 1,414,000,000 1,487,456,000 1,499,965,000 1,487,456,000 

Nevada NNSA Site 62,385,000 62,176,000 62,176,000 62,176,000 

Paducah 199,925,000 272,310,000 205,530,000 205,530,000 

Portsmouth 225,166,000 322,653,000 264,585,000 272,682,000 

Sandia National Laboratory 2,500,000 4,130,000 4,130,000 4,130,000 

Savannah River Site 1,208,421,000 1,297,453,000 1,268,668,000 1,230,356,000 

Separations Process Research 
Unit (SPRU) --- 3,685,000 3,685,000 3,685,000 

West Valley Demonstration 
Project 61,804,000 61,613,000 66,413,000     61,613,000 

Nuclear Energy Funding 
Nuclear Energy 986,161,000 993,896,000 1,057,903,000 1,011,616,000 

Nuclear Waste Disposal 
Waste Disposal (Yucca) --- --- --- 150,000,000 

Legacy Management Funding 
Legacy Management 167,180,000 154,320,000 154,320,000 154,320,000 
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Contracts 

Los Alamos Legacy Cleanup Contract 

DOE released the Final Request for Proposal (RFP) 
for the Los Alamos Legacy Cleanup Contract 
acquisition.  The total value of the contract is $1.7 
billion over the ten-year and three month 
performance period, including option periods.  The 
current contract held by Los Alamos National 
Security, LLC expires on September 30, 2017.   The 
contract itself includes a community commitment 
clause wherein DOE recognizes “that giving back to 
the community is a worthwhile business practice.” 
The objectives of the contract acquisition include 
the following: protect, characterize, and monitor the 
regional aquifer; clean up contaminated media and 
contaminated legacy waste sites at LANL and 
surrounding private- and Government-owned lands 
(formerly LANL), including groundwater and 
surface water, to levels appropriate for the intended 
land use; decontamination and decommissioning 
and demolish inactive, process-contaminated, and 
non-contaminated facilities that impede the timely 
execution of environmental restoration activities; 
retrieve, characterize, and prepare legacy mixed-low 
level radioactive waste and transuranic waste for 
shipment off-site (the LANL EM Program manages 
the disposition of legacy waste generated between 
1970 and 1998 and NNSA is responsible for newly 
generated waste (waste generated after FY1998)); 
and transfer sites to the landlord organization 
(NNSA) for long-term surveillance and monitoring 
as needed, in order to provide necessary safeguards 
and protection of workers, the public, and the 
environment, or to subsequently transfer to the 
County of Los Alamos.  Proposals are due by 
November 21, 2016. 

RFP for Oak Ridge Office of Environmental 
Management Technical Support Services 

DOE released a RFP for Technical Support services 
acquisition at the Oak Ridge Office of 
Environmental Management (OREM).  The full 
RFP can be found via DOE’s procurement website 
here.  The RFP is being issues as a small business 
set-aside, and the contract ordering period will be 

five years from the date of the award.  The contract 
contains a $20,000 guaranteed minimum value of 
services and a $49 million maximum value of 
services. These services are currently being 
performed by Professional Project Services, Inc. 
(Pro2Serve) via a Blanket Purchase Agreement.  
OREM is responsible for removing environmental 
legacies from decades of nuclear weapons 
development and Government-sponsored research. 
The objective of the OREM TSS contract is to 
provide various technical and oversight support 
services related to planning and management of the 
OREM Portfolio of Projects.  Proposals are due by 
November 23, 2016. 

ROI/SS for Savannah River Site operations 
Acquisitions (Post FY2018) 

DOE released a Request for Information/Sources 
Sought in suppor t of the upcoming follow-on 
procurement for the management and operation 
(M&O) of the Savannah River Site.  The current 
M&O contract expires on July 31, 2018 and is a 
major component of the overall SRS work scope 
and contracting structure.  The RFI/Sources Sought 
is seeking to solicit input via capability statements 
from interested parties with the specialized 
capabilities necessary to meet the all or part of the 
requirements of the Elements of Scope for the 
management and operation of the Savannah River 
Site. Within these capability statements, DOE is 
seeking feedback from contractors and other 
interested parties regarding options for innovative 
approaches for the performance of the major 
Elements of Scope as well as insight into potential 
contracting alternatives.  This market research will 
assist DOE with identifying interested and capable 
sources and developing its acquisition strategy. Key 
market research goals include identifying and 
minimizing barriers to competition, evaluating small 
business capabilities, identifying risks, identifying 
potential requirements definition and contract 
alternatives, and identifying appropriate request for 
proposal and contract terms and conditions.  
Responses are due by November 4, 2016.  

https://www.emcbc.doe.gov/SEB/LLCC/
http://energy.gov/em/articles/doe-releases-request-proposals-oak-ridge-office-environmental-management-technical
https://www.emcbc.doe.gov/SEB/OREMTSS/index.php
https://www.emcbc.doe.gov/SEB/SRSPostFY18Ops/Documents/RFI/Sources%20SoughtRequest%20for%20Information%20notice%20for%20the%20SRS%20Site%20Operations%20Acquisition%20Post%20FY2018.pdf
https://www.emcbc.doe.gov/SEB/SRSPostFY18Ops/Documents/RFI/Sources%20SoughtRequest%20for%20Information%20notice%20for%20the%20SRS%20Site%20Operations%20Acquisition%20Post%20FY2018.pdf
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2016-2017 
Upcoming Events 

November 
NNSA Issues Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Sandia National 
Laboratories  

November 8 Election Day 

November 14 Congress returns for lame duck session 

November 15 
ECA Member Reception 

New Orleans, LA, for more information contact meganc@energyca.org  

November 16 

8:30am – 9:30am Manhattan Project National Historical Park Planning Meeting 

9:30am – 12:00pm ECA Board Meeting and Elections 

12:00pm – 4:30pm Special Session on Consent-Based Siting and Nuclear 
Waste Management Priorities 

Hotel Monteleone, New Orleans, LA 

For more information contact meganc@energyca.org  

November 17-18 

2016 Intergovernmental Meeting Plenary Session  

Hotel Monteleone, New Orleans, LA 

For more information contact meganc@energyca.org  

December 9 Federal Continuing Resolution (CR) expires, for more information see here  

January 3, 2017 Beginning of 115th Congress 

January 20, 2017 Inauguration of the new President 

February 23-24, 2017 
ECA Washington, DC Peer Exchange Meeting, “Sustaining Progress in the 
New Administration.”  For more information contact meganc@energyca.org  

March 5-9, 2017 Waste Management Symposium, more information at www.wmsym.org 

September 2017 National Cleanup Workshop (tentative) 
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