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CONSENT –BASED SITING MEETING WRAP-UP 

On January 20, 2016, DOE held a “kick-off” 

meeting on consent-based siting in Washington, 

DC.  The meeting, which included presentations by  

senior DOE officials – Dr. Lynn Orr, 

Undersecretary for Science and Energy; John 

Kotek, Acting Assistant Secretary for Nuclear 

Energy; William Boyle, Director of the Office of 

Used Nuclear Fuel Disposition; and Andrew 

Griffith, Associate Deputy Assistant Secretary for 

Fuel Cycle Technologies – and a question and 

answer period, was the formal presentation of 

DOE’s Invitation for Public Comment to Inform a 

Consent-Based Siting Process. The invitation was 

originally published in the Federal Register in 

December 2015. 

The meeting was highly attended by representatives 

from the commercial nuclear industry, DOE 

contractors, nuclear waste regulators, state, and 

(Continued on page 2) 

On January 4, Congress reconvened for the second 

half of the 114th session. Although many have 

shifted their attention to election season, which is 

just around the corner, there is still much to pay 

attention to here in Washington. 

The FY17 budget request is expected to be sent to 

Congress by the Office of Management and Budget 

(OMB) on February 9, 2016. OMB is currently in 

the process of finalizing program funding levels for 

various departments, including DOE.  

This year’s request is being sent one 

week behind schedule. 

The diagram on page 4 illustrates the 

appropriations process, providing a relative 

timeline explaining how the federal budget makes 

its way from the executive branch to Congress and 

back to the President’s desk for signing. The past 

(Continued on page 4) 
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local stakeholders, and representatives from 

multiple DOE offices. 

Panelists began the meeting by reviewing and 

explaining how DOE’s new effort would build on 

the Blue Ribbon Commission on America's 

Nuclear Future's final recommendations, 
released in January 2012, and DOE’s Strategy for 

the Management and Disposal of Used Nuclear 

Fuel and High-Level Radioactive Waste, released 

in January 2013.  Kotek emphasized there will be 

an “early, frequent, and open dialogue” in what 

DOE expects will be a three phase effort: 

1. Engage with the public and interested groups on the 

elements of a consent-based siting process; 

2. Design a consent-based siting process to serve as a 

framework for engaging with potential host 

communities; and, 

3. Use the mutually-agreed on consent-based siting 

process to work with potential host communities. 

Panelists emphasized that this consent-based siting 

approach includes DOE working with communities, 

tribal governments, and states across the country 

that express an interest in hosting any of the 

facilities identified as part of an integrated waste 

management system for spent nuclear fuel and high

-level radioactive waste.  Panelists said they are 

committed to developing a process that is flexible, 

inclusive, adaptive and transparent.  Griffith added 

that DOE is looking for a “durable solution.”  

Presenters also noted the lengthy public comment 

period, stating that it is long because they expect 

things may evolve as discussions continue, and 

because of that, stakeholders can formally submit 

initial comments and then submit additional input 

separately during that time.  DOE plans to publish a 

summary report of input received late in 2016.   

In the Question and Answer session that 

immediately followed panelists’ presentations, 

audience members and webcast participants were 

able to submit questions by notecards for panelists 

to answer.   

The questions asked included: 

 When can a state or community pull out of the 

process? 

 Will consent be required when determining 

transportation routes? 

 What geologies is DOE looking for or ruling out? 

 How will you ensure this initiative will last beyond 

the change in administration? 

 Does this effort fit within existing law? 

 Will there be linkage between interim consolidated 

storage and development of a permanent geologic 

repository, and if so, what will it be? 

While the answers to many of these questions will 

be informed by public input, DOE analysts did say 

they believe that consent is in the “eye of the 

beholder,” that linkage is likely to be part of the 

negotiation with a potential host community/state, 

(Continued from page 1) 

Consent –Based Siting Meeting Wrap-Up 

(Continued on page 3) 

Peer Exchange on Consent-Based Siting 

and Nuclear Priorities February 17-18, 

2016 

Following the Department of Energy’s 

announcement to move forward with a 

consent-based siting process, ECA will host 

a peer exchange to focus on nuclear energy 

issues, including consent-based siting. The 

purpose of the meeting is to facilitate 

discussion of DOE’s new efforts to develop 

consent-based siting for nuclear waste 

facilities, including questions on which they 

are soliciting feedback, policies related to 

the development of nuclear technologies, 

and how to maintain momentum from 

Administration to Administration.  The peer 

exchange will specifically look at the role of 

local governments in defining consent in 

siting nuclear waste storage and disposal 

facilities and supporting new nuclear 

innovation like advanced reactors. If you are 

interested in learning more about the 

meeting, please contact 

kara.colton@energyca.org or 

ivana@energyca.org.  

http://energy.gov/ne/downloads/blue-ribbon-commission-americas-nuclear-future-report-secretary-energy
http://energy.gov/ne/downloads/blue-ribbon-commission-americas-nuclear-future-report-secretary-energy
http://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/Strategy%20for%20the%20Management%20and%20Disposal%20of%20Used%20Nuclear%20Fuel%20and%20High%20Level%20Radioactive%20Waste.pdf
http://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/Strategy%20for%20the%20Management%20and%20Disposal%20of%20Used%20Nuclear%20Fuel%20and%20High%20Level%20Radioactive%20Waste.pdf
http://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/Strategy%20for%20the%20Management%20and%20Disposal%20of%20Used%20Nuclear%20Fuel%20and%20High%20Level%20Radioactive%20Waste.pdf
mailto:kara.colton@energyca.org
mailto:ivana@energyca.org
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and that while this effort is happening under DOE’s 

existing authority, full implementation will require a 

change in existing law.  DOE officials also stated 

that they are not going to rule out Yucca Mountain. 

DOE plans now to host a series of public meeting 

around the country.  The first will be held in 

Chicago in March, the second in Atlanta in April.  

Specific dates for those two meetings as well as 

times and locations for others are pending.  The 

public is invited to send emails with comments or 

concerns to the Department of Energy at 

consentbasedsiting@hq.doe.gov or visit the 

website at energy.gov/consentbasedsiting to learn 

more.   

(Continued from page 2) 

Consent –Based Siting Meeting 

PUBLIC MEETINGS TO BE HELD FOR MANHATTAN PROJECT NATIONAL 
HISTORICAL PARK 

The National Park Service (NPS) and the Department of Energy (DOE) will hold three public meetings in 

early February to solicit input on planning for the Manhattan Project National Historical Park. The meetings 

will be held at the three sites associated with the park: Oak Ridge, Tennessee; Hanford, Washington; and Los 

Alamos, New Mexico. The public is encouraged to come to the meetings and meet with representatives of the 

NPS and the DOE to share their thoughts about the key stories and interpretive ideas related to the park. 

Public meetings are scheduled for the following locations: 

Oak Ridge Unit: 

February 1, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. (ET) 

Oak Ridge High School (in the Food Court) 

1450 Oak Ridge Turnpike 

Oak Ridge, TN 37830 

Hanford Unit: 

February 4, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. (PT) 

Richland Library Gallery 

955 Northgate Drive 

Richland, WA 99352  

Los Alamos Unit: 

February 8, at 5:00-7:00 p.m. (MT) 

Los Alamos County Council Chambers  

Los Alamos Municipal Building 

1000 Central Avenue 

Los Alamos, NM 87544 

 

 

 

For more information about the park, please go to www.nps.gov/mapr or click here. 

Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell and Energy Secretary Ernest 

Moniz shortly after they signed a memorandum of agreement and 

created the 409th park in the National Park System, the Manhattan 

Project National Historical Park.  

(NPS Photo by Anthony DeYoung) 

http://www.energy.gov/consentbasedsiting
http://www.nps.gov/mapr
http://www.energy.gov/management/office-management/operational-management/history/manhattan-project
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few years of continuing resolutions, government 

shutdowns, and showdowns have shown the 

difference between how the appropriations process 

should operate in theory and how it actually 

operates in practice.  Few 

expect the government to be 

fully funded by the September 

30 deadline, especially not in an 

election year.  The “normal” 

process dictates that a 

continuing resolution will 

probably be passed in early 

autumn to fund the government 

until after the election. 

The last year of the 114th 

Congress also means that 

Congressional members are 

already thinking about their 

next steps in leadership. Current 

Chairman of the House Energy 

and Commerce Committee, 

Fred Upton (R-MI), is ineligible 

to serve in his position for a 

third consecutive Congress. 

Rumors suggest that Reps. John 

Shimkus (R-IL) and Joe Barton 

(R-TX) are in the process of 

pursuing chairmanship for the 

powerful committee. Shimkus 

has long been a proponent of 

Yucca Mountain. He currently 

serves as chairman of the 

Subcommittee on Environment and the Economy, 

which has jurisdiction over nuclear waste. 

National and homeland security issues, including 

the war on terror, are likely to remain in the 

forefront for Congress this year, but members will 

begin to find themselves more on the campaign trail 

and less in the chamber as the year progresses. The 

beginning of February marks the start of the 

primary voting season that will determine each 

party’s presidential nominee. 

All members of the House of Representatives and 

34 out of 100 Senators are up for reelection this 

year. 

 

 

First Amendments to Senate Energy Bill Approved 

On Thursday, January 28, the Senate approved four 

amendments to the Senate energy bill. The 

legislation is the first rewrite of the country’s 

energy policies since the Bush Administration. It is 

being called a sweeping piece of legislation that 

will change the way the US produces its energy.  

Sens. Mike Crapo (R-ID) and Sheldon Whitehouse 

(D-RI), offered the first amendment – which passed 

almost unanimously on the floor in a 87-4 vote. The 

amendment boosts research on advanced nuclear 

reactor technology in the U.S., and establishes 

modeling and simulation programs for reactor 

technology, including user facilities and a “national 

innovation center” for research sharing. Finally, the 

legislation pushes the Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission to become more involved in reactor 

research. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Legislative and DOE Update 

(Continued on page 5) 
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“This bill is a strong signal to the rest of the world 

that we intend to maintain the U.S.’s leadership in 

nuclear technology,” Crapo said in a floor speech. 

DOE’s Developments and Prospects 

DOE’s Office of Environmental Management (EM) 

recently shared its key successes, including details 

on progress made at each EM site, in its 2015 Year-

In-Review report. EM also shed light on its 

priorities and goals for 2016, highlighting its intent 

to use its “newly developed multi-year planning 

tools to improve decision-making and better inform 

its ongoing dialogues with regulators and other 

stakeholders.” EM says that it hopes to see 

continued progress on tank waste retrievals and 

treatment systems at the Hanford and Savannah 

River sites, and achieve major deactivation and 

decommissioning priorities across the complex, 

including at the K-27 Building at Oak Ridge and 

Hanford’s Plutonium Finishing Plant. EM also 

hopes to see progress toward resuming waste 

disposal operations at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 

in late 2016. Additionally, EM has several large 

procurements that are being watched closely at the 

Savannah River Site (SRS), Los Alamos, and 

Paducah. 

With the start of a new year, ECA looks forward to 

DOE solving its compliance problems with EPA 

and the states. ECA anticipates a continuation of the 

promising dialogue between EPA and DOE that 

began at the end of 2015 after several states issued 

DOE with fines. ECA believes a lot can be done to 

resolve some of these issues, starting with local 

governments exerting political pressure to bring all 

parties – DOE, EPA, and states – to the table now, 

rather than leaving these issues for the next 

Administration to tackle. Many key EPA and state 

officials seem willing to work with DOE officials 

who are also looking for resolution. ECA will 

continue to stress the importance of seeing federal 

dollars go towards cleanup instead of fines and 

litigation. 

Regarding EM funding, the FY16 Omnibus 

agreement provided $6.2 billion for total EM 

funding. ECA hopes Congress will continue 

appropriating necessary funding for cleanup in its 

FY17 appropriations. The Secretary has identified 

EM as a priority in the past and ECA hopes funding 

will reflect this in the Administration’s request on 

February 9. 

The National Nuclear Security Administration 

(NNSA) is once again at the forefront of the news as 

the world watches developments with the Iran deal 

unfold and North Korea’s latest nuclear test. 

Nuclear weapons and non-proliferation issues are 

front and center as our country continues to debate 

national security. The work taking place at our 

national laboratories is and NNSA has already 

announced that 2017 will see the rebid of the 

contract to run its primary weapons lab – Los 

Alamos National Laboratory (LANL). ECA will 

continue to keep members informed on 

developments concerning large NNSA construction 

projects, including NNSA’s Oak Ridge (Y-12), SRS 

(MOX), and LANL (former CMR-Replacement 

projects) and more. 

DOE’s Office of Nuclear Energy (NE) is focused on 

new and advanced nuclear reactor development and 

recently announced next steps to move forward with 

developing a consent-based siting process for our 

country’s defense and civilian high-level radioactive 

nuclear waste. More on this can be read in the 

article beginning at the top of Page 1. 

DOE is also pushing ahead with consideration of 

deep boreholes as part of its nuclear waste 

management strategy. DOE recently selected the 

Battelle Memorial Institute to lead a team to drill a 

test borehole into the crystalline basement rock 

formation in Rugby, North Dakota. Secretary  

Moniz said that the test could help determine “the 

feasibility of boreholes as an option for long term 

nuclear waste disposal." 

Finally, with the Manhattan Project National 

Historical Park official as of November, the focus 

now turns to building the Park’s infrastructure and 

continuing to gain support. ECA will continue to 

work with DOE to stress the importance that the 

success of the Park will have on local communities. 

NPS has little funding for the project; however, state 

and local government officials will want to know 

how to ensure funding from both the National Park 

Service and DOE in supporting the implementation 

of the Park.  

(Continued from page 4) 

Legislative and DOE Update 
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DOE, in cooperation with the Energy Communities Alliance and Energy Facility Contractors Group, is set to 

hold the second DOE National Cleanup Workshop on Sept. 14-15, 2016, at the Hilton Alexandria Mark Center 

in Alexandria, VA. 

The workshop will bring together senior DOE executives, DOE site officials, industry executives, and other 

stakeholders to discuss EM’s progress on the cleanup of the environmental legacy of the nation’s Manhattan 

Project and Cold War nuclear weapons program. 

More than 350 attendees, including senior Department officials, Congressional leaders, DOE contractors, and 

state, Tribal and local government leaders, participated in the inaugural 2015 workshop — the largest EM-

focused gathering in the D.C. area last year.  

More information on the DOE National Cleanup Workshop can be found here. 

As the largest environmental cleanup program in the world, EM is charged with the responsibility of cleaning 

107 sites across the country, totaling a combined area equal to that of Rhode Island and Delaware. 

SAVE THE DATE: 2016 DOE NATIONAL CLEANUP WORKSHOP 

http://energy.gov/em/doe-national-cleanup-workshops
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WIPP ON TRACK TO REOPEN IN 2016  

The start of 2016 is proving to be 

hopeful year for the Waste Isolation 

Pilot Plant (WIPP), located outside of 

Carlsbad, NM.  At a recent town hall 

meeting, Todd Schrader, manager of 

DOE’s Carlsbad Field Office, 

announced that WIPP could reopen in 

late 2016.  

WIPP was shut down as a result  of an 

underground fire and unrelated 

radiation release in February 2014, 

which contaminated nearly two dozen 

workers. The interim storage facility 

contains Cold War era defense nuclear waste and has been called a critical asset in the country’s national 

security by New Mexico Gov. Susana Martinez. Following Schrader’s announcement, the New Mexico 

Environment Department (NMED) announced that it finalized a landmark $74 million settlement resolving 

violations connected with the 2014 radiological release incident. 

DOE originally estimated the recovery at WIPP would cost $500 million.  Schrader says that a new estimate is 

now under review. According to NMED Secretary Ryan Flynn, “finalizing the settlement is key to allowing 

WIPP to reopen.” The settlement will allow safety corrections to take place, preventing future incidents. The 

money from the settlement will go towards improving road and safety conditions around Los Alamos and 

Carlsbad.  

Jim Blankenhorn, recovery manager for site contractor Nuclear Waste Partnership, said WIPP plans to have 

employees start practicing their work under new safety regulations and procedures underground with empty 

waste containers this February.  

NEARLY ONE TON OF PLUTONIUM COULD BE HEADED TO SRS  

According to a “Finding of No Significant Impact” 

document obtained by The Augusta Chronicle, 

SRS could receive nearly one ton of plutonium 

from foreign countries for “storage and process 

pending final disposition.”  The document says 

NNSA has decided to transport up to 1,984 pounds 

of plutonium to Joint Base Charleston before 

shipping it to SRS where it will be repackaged to 

meet storage requirements.   

The potential environmental impact associated with 

the ‘gap material plutonium’ does not rise to the 

level of a major action that would affect the quality 

of the human environment, the document said.   

Gap material plutonium is “separated weapons-

usable plutonium currently located in foreign 

countries and poses a threat to national security; 

presents a high risk of terrorist threat; has no other 

reasonable pathway to assure security from theft or 

diversion; and meets the acceptance criteria of the 

storage facility at the Savanah River Site,” NNSA 

Press Secretary Francie Israeli said.  

http://chronicle.augusta.com/news/metro/2015-12-29/savannah-river-site-could-get-nearly-2000-pounds-plutonium-storage
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Please visit our website: 

http://www.energyca.org 

to be added to our mailing list 

K-27 BUILDING COULD BE DEMOLISHED THIS YEAR 

Five giant buildings at the East Tennessee 

Technology Park (ETTP) that were once used 

during the Cold War to enrich uranium are planned 

for demolition, with work starting early this year on 

the K-27 and K-25 buildings.   

Transite paneling removal at the K-27 Building is 

nearly 80 percent complete. At the start of 

December, deactivation of the building was nearly 

96 percent complete.  

Sue Cange, manager of the U.S. Department of 

Energy’s Oak Ridge Office of Environmental 

Management, has previously said that demolition 

work could start on the building in early 2016 and 

be complete by the end of the year, according to 

Oak Ridge Today. 

In June 2015, the former K-31 Buildingwas 

demolished.  

The former K-25 site,  previously known as the Oak 

Ridge Gaseous Diffusion Plant, was part of the 

federal program to build the world’s first atomic 

bombs during the Manhattan Project. The site 

played a critical role in the Cold War but in 1987 

operations at the site were permanently shut down. 

DOE, with the help of contractors, a nonprofit 

organization, and others, began cleanup and 

converted  the site into a large private industrial 

park in west Oak Ridge, TN. 

K-27 is the last remaining gaseous diffusion 

building. Although there has been much 

deactivation and cleanup progress, workers last 

summer found some enriched uranium left over 

from when the plant shut down in the 1980s.  

Cleanup work still continues and about 380 

buildings out of the 500 buildings at ETTP have 

been demolished, according to Cange. K-29 and K-

33 have also been demolished. 

Recently, DOE awarded a contract to a small 

business to clean up the electrical switchyard 

adjacent to the K-27 building.  

Workers take down the last section of the K-31 Building 

http://www.energyca.org
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SMALL MODULAR REACTOR REPORT SHOWS POTENTIAL  

The Tri-City Herald reported this month on an assessment 

by the Washington Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council 

that shows the development of small modular reactors “has 

the potential for significant improvements in nuclear plant 

siting associated with cost, safety, permitting schedule, 

generation flexibility and site requirements.” 

“It is a win for our environment and a win for our 

economy,” state Sen. Sharon Brown, R-Kennewick, said in 

a statement.  Sen. Brown secured $176,000 last year for the 

report by the Council, which coordinated the evaluation 

and licensing steps for certain energy facilities in the state 

and specifies conditions of construction and operation. 

Small modular reactors, which would have a capacity of 300 

megawatts or less per module, could have higher construction 

quality and efficiency than normal reactors and could be 

placed in areas that would protect them from natural or man-

made hazards.  But the issues of nuclear waste disposal and transportation of fuel could give the public and 

government agencies pause, the report cautioned.  Nonetheless, the potential for advances in safety and 

licensing processes offered by small modular reactors has generated interest around the world.  China, India, 

Russia, Argentina, and South Korea have all small reactors in design or construction. 

Sen. Brown has introduced legislation to act on the report’s recommendations citing concerns that neighboring 

states may be making a play for the new technology and the jobs that come with it. 

“It is important that we look for ways to streamline the siting and licensing process so that Washington can be 

a leader in this field and an attractive location for those in development, production and commercialization of 

Sen. Sharon Brown, R-Kennewick, visited the 

NuScale small modular nuclear reactor simulator.  

Courtesy photo - Washington State Senate 

Republican Caucus 

OBAMA ADMINISTRATION MOVES FORWARD WITH INCREASES IN SMR 
FUNDING  

The Obama Administration is providing funding for 

designs of two advanced nuclear reactors, or small 

nuclear reactors (SMRs). The Administration hopes 

to include nuclear energy as part of its effort to 

support low carbon energy.  In fact, just one month 

before the funding boost, the White House launched 

its new Gateway for Accelerated Innovation in 

Nuclear (GAIN) as part of the White House Summit 

on Nuclear Energy, to “provide the nuclear energy 

community with access to the technical, regulatory, 

and financial support necessary to move new or 

advanced nuclear reactor designs toward 

commercialization.” 

As part of the GAIN plan, the government will 

increase its $12.5 billion loan guarantee program for 

innovative nuclear energy projects, such as SMRs. 

These guarantees also apply to licensing costs, such 

as design certification, construction permits, and 

combined construction and operating licenses. 

The FY16 Omnibus appropriations, signed into law 

December 18, 2015, increases nuclear energy 

funding by $72 million in 2016. The Administration 

raised funding for SMR Licensing from $55 million 

to $63 million, which means higher activity in SMR 

licensing this year.  

DOE recently announced that it will provide $40 

million to two companies over the span of five years 

to  develop alternative reactor designs. X-energy 

and Southern Company will receive $6 million this 

year.  

http://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/hanford/article54617010.html
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ORNL UNVEILS OUT-OF-THIS-WORLD FUEL  

Researchers at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory 

(ORNL) have discovered use for a special fuel that 

scientists say will power future explorations in 

space. 

Plutonium-238 is a radioactive isotope of 

plutonium. Used in several NASA missions, this 

fuel has been found to 

keep missions going 

further, more than power 

generated from solar 

panels. As spacecrafts 

move farther away from 

the sun during their 

missions, this radioactive 

fuel can sustain travel and 

exploration more 

efficiently and effectively.  

Plutonium-238 functions 

like a radioactive battery. 

As radioactive isotopes 

decay, they are converted 

into electricity by NASA’s 

radioisotope power 

system. Excess heat from the battery can be used to 

keep some spacecraft systems from freezing in cold 

environments, as recent experimentation with the 

Curiosity rover on Mars shows. 

“It’s easier to work with and get close to than other 

kinds of radiation,” says Rebecca Onuschak, a 

program director in the Department of Energy’s 

Office of Space and Defense Power Systems.  “You 

can make it into a ceramic material that’s very safe. 

It has a long enough half-life that we can do long 

missions, but it also produces a lot of heat per unit 

mass.” Scientists agree that Plutonium -238 is safe 

and ideal because of its “unique combination of 

properties.” 

Originally a product that scientists discovered as 

part of defense related 

research at the 

Savannah River plant 

in South Carolina, the 

fuel has not been 

experimented with for 

over 30 years. 

However, extra fuel  

in stock was made 

available by the 

government . In 2011, 

Congress allocated 

funds for 

experimentation on a 

new project. As a 

result, scientists at 

ORNL and LANL 

found new use for the fuel, signaling a revived 

interest in plutonium-238’s production, generating 

much excitement in the scientific community.  

Scientists hope to produce several hundred grams of 

fuel per year by the end of the decade. NASA’s 

Radioisotope Power Systems program will also be 

funding research into the development of more 

efficient nuclear batteries used to supply electricity 

to spacecrafts.  

Scientists at Oak Ridge National Laboratory produce 50 grams of  

Plutonium-238, which powers NASA’s planetary rovers and deep space 

missions. 

ECA Board Meeting And ElectionsECA Board Meeting And Elections  

At our Spring Peer Exchange, Washington, DC in MayAt our Spring Peer Exchange, Washington, DC in May  

For more information, contact Ivana Brancaccio at ivana@energyca.org or 202-828-2410 

mailto:ivana@energyca.org
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IG REPORT: WORKER SAFETY AND HEALTH AT THE Y-12 NATIONAL SECURITY 
COMPLEX  

A report by the Office of Inspector General 

reveals that the office received complaints at 

the Y-12 National Security Complex in Oak 

Ridge,  alleging that supervisors and 

managers at the complex sometimes 

encouraged employees to ignore safety 

regulations and underreport injuries due to 

fear of reprisal from management. Currently, 

the Consolidated Nuclear Security LLC 

(CNS), selected by the Department of 

Energy’s National Nuclear Security 

Administration (NNSA) Production Office, 

ensures the safe, secure, and cost-effective 

management of the Y-12 as the operating 

contractor.  CNS oversees the safety and 

health of workers at Y-12.  

The IG was unable to substantiate allegations against CNS regarding Y-12’s safety and health programs.  The 

IG noted that Y-12 provides many opportunities to its employees to report safety concerns, including with 

management, the Employee Concerns Program, onsite union representatives, and onsite facility 

representatives.  The IG was informed by employees at Y-12 of opportunities where a safety pause may be 

requested if concerns arise without the risk of reprisal. Additionally, the IG noted that employees often feel 

free to report injuries without reprisal. For a full copy of the report, click here.  

SOUTH CAROLINA BEGINS FINING DOE $1M PER DAY  

In last month’s bulletin, ECA reported on South 

Carolina’s plans to impose $1 million a day in 

penalties on DOE for missed milestones at the 

MOX Facility.  The penalties began on January 1, 

the date when the state and DOE agreed that either 

one ton of weapons grade plutonium would be 

processed through the facility or removed from the 

state.  Neither milestone was reached, as the facility 

is only 70% complete, nor are there plans to remove 

any plutonium stockpiles from the Savannah River 

Site. 

On December 31, the Aiken Standard reported that 

South Carolina’s attempts to collect the penalties 

would prove challenging since DOE has yet to 

respond to Governor Nikki Haley’s December 14 

letter.   

“Promises made must be promises kept,” the letter 

said, referring to a 2003 agreement signed by former 

Gov. Jim Hodges and the Department of Energy. 

Governor Haley and state attorney General Alan 

Wilson may be forced to sue the department for 

refusing to make payment.  According to the Aiken 

Standard, DOE press responses have been brief.  An 

NNSA spokesperson said DOE was working to 

meet its commitment to South Carolina but did not 

provide any specifics.  

file:///C:/NetDocs/Consolidated%20Nuclear%20Security%20LLC%20(CNS)
http://www.aikenstandard.com/article/20151231/AIK0101/151239886
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CONTRACTS 

RFI and Industry Day Announcement on Optimal 

design of Saltstone Disposal Units at SRS 

On January 11, DOE announced release of a RFI on 

the optimal design of Saltstone Disposal Units in 

support of the SRS liquid waste program mission, 

along with plans to hold an Industry Day to provide 

additional information on the SDU project. 

The Request for Information, posted on the Federal 

Business Opportunities, outlines the detailed 

information DOE is seeking to support its evaluation 

of the most cost-effective SSC to safely contain and 

disposition Saltstone within specified design and 

schedule constraints. 

Interested parties are requested to respond to the 

RFI and address specified capabilities information 

by February 19, 2016. Additionally, an Industry Day 

will be held on January 27, 2016, at the New 

Ellenton Community Center in New Ellenton, SC, 

from 9 AM – 3 PM. 

Contract Awarded for Portsmouth Gaseous 

diffusion Plan Infrastructure Support Services 

On January 15, Portsmouth Mission Alliance, LLC 

was awarded the contract for the performance of 

infrastructure support services at the Portsmouth 

Gaseous Diffusion Plant near Piketon, Ohio. The 

value of the contract is $122.8 million, with a full 

potential value of $139.7 million including the total 

maximum value of services under the indefinite 

delivery/indefinite quantity contract line items. The 

base period of performance is three years with an 

additional 22-month option period. Seven proposals 

were received in response to the solicitation. The 

full announcement can be found here.  

https://www.fbo.gov/spg/DOE/PAM/SRO/DESOL0009364/listing.html
https://www.fbo.gov/spg/DOE/PAM/SRO/DESOL0009364/listing.html
http://energy.gov/em/articles/doe-awards-contract-portsmouth-gaseous-diffusion-plant-infrastructure-support-services
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http://cdn.rollcall.com/pdfs/Congressional-Calendar-2016.pdf
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February 3-4 Hanford EM SSAB Meeting, more information here 

February 9 FY2017 Budget Request Submitted to Congress 

February 9 DOD and DOE submit annual 10 year plan for the nuclear weapons stockpile 

February 10 Oak Ridge EM SSAB Meeting, more information here 

February 13-22 Congressional Presidents Day Recess 

February 17 Idaho National Laboratory EM SSAB Meeting, more information here 

February 17-18 ECA Peer Exchange on Consent-Based Siting in Austin, TX. For more information contact 

kara.colton@energyca.org or ivana@energyca.org 

February 18 
Paducah EM SSAB Meeting, more information here 

March 6-10 Waste Management Symposium, for more information click here 

May (tentative) ECA’s  EM Peer Exchange Meeting, Board Meeting, and Board Elections, likely in 

Washington, DC area.  For more information contact ivana@energyca.org 

June/July ECA Manhattan Project Historical Park Meeting.  Contact ivana@energyca.org for more 

information 

August 9-10 Third Annual Intermountain Energy Summit in Idaho Falls, ID, more information here 

September 14-15 DOE National Cleanup Workshop 2016 

November 2016 Intergovernmental Meeting in New Orleans, LA.  For more information contact 

ivana@energyca.org 

November 8 Federal Elections 
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