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OVERVIEW

• Budget request

• Appropriations

• Current and upcoming funding

• Role of communities
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KEY PLAYERS AND DATES

• Who are they key players?
• Federal agencies
• Congress/committees
• White House/Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
• Stakeholders and communities

• What are the key dates?
• February/March: President’s budget released
• Spring: Appropriations begin
• October 1: Beginning of new Fiscal Year
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HOW FEDERAL AGENCIES &
THE WHITE HOUSE CREATE BUDGET REQUESTS
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CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES

• Armed Services Committees
• National Defense Authorization Act
• Authorize/recommend funding levels for DOD and DOE nat’l security

• Appropriations Committees
• 12 subcommittees
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APPROPRIATIONS
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FEBRUARY
President releases 
budget request

MARCH
House & Senate 
pass budget 
resolutions

APRIL
Congress passes 
combined budget 
resolution

APRIL
Appropriations 
subcommittees 
draft bills

MAY
House & Senate 
pass 12 
appropriations bills

JULY
Congress 
combines and 
passes 12 bills

SEPTEMBER
Any unfinished 
approp bills combined 
into omnibus bill

SEPTEMBER
Appropriations bills 
sent President –
sign or veto

OCTOBER 1ST
Beginning of new 
Fiscal Year
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The DOE budget is
divided into various
program offices

Within the Office
of Environmental
Management,
funding is broken
out by site



CONTINUING RESOLUTIONS

• A continuing resolution (CR) carries over the current fiscal year’s funding

• Happens when Congress cannot meet the September 30th deadline; avoids 
government shutdown

• Recent CRs:
• Sept. 30 – Dec. 3, 2021
• Dec. 3, 2021 – Feb. 18, 2022
• Feb. 18 – Mar. 11

• CR every year since 1998
• 1997 was the last time all appropriations passed on time
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WHERE WE ARE RIGHT NOW

• Operating under CR with FY 2021 funding levels

• Congress is working on passing appropriations for FY 2022, which is now 
halfway over

• President’s FY 2023 budget request expected in March

• Congress will begin FY 2023 appropriations in Spring
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HOW TO GET IMPACT THE BUDGET

• Communicate with Department officials locally and 
in Washington

• Engage Congressional delegation

• Involve local media
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LEARN MORE

www.energyca.org/budget-tracker
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http://www.energyca.org/budget-tracker

