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FY 2016 SPENDING AGREEMENT REACHED 

Congressional leaders announced they reached a year-end tax and 

spending agreement on Tuesday, December 15.  The agreement lays 

out $1.1 trillion in spending for the remainder of fiscal year (FY) 

2016 and extends about $650 billion in tax credits for businesses and 

individuals.  This is the culmination of this year’s appropriations 

process, which stalled in mid-July.  Congress is likely to pass the 

agreement by December 20 before leaving for their holiday recess. 

(Continued on page 2) 

ECA RELEASES PRINCIPLES ON DOE-EM ACQUISITION REFORM  

House Speaker Paul Ryan met with reporters in 

Washington, D.C 

ECA released its Statement of Principles on DOE-

EM Acquisition Reform.  With virtually all major 

prime contracts in DOE-EM and NNSA's portfolios 

set to expire between 2016 and 2019, there will be 

an unprecedented period of contract re-competition 

over the next four years.  As key customers for 

cleanup contracts, ECA communities formed a 

subcommittee to identify lessons learned from past 

procurement successes and failures and to provide 

the local perspective on effective acquisition reform.  

The Principles were developed after discussions 

with DOE contractors and EM.  ECA developed a 

White Paper on Acquisition Reform released in 

June 2015. 

In an effort to help support DOE’s efforts to make 

the cleanup program successful for the department 

and host communities, ECA developed the 

following eight principles: 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The package gave both Republicans and Democrats 

policy wins.  In a statement, House Appropriations 

Chairman Hal Rodgers (R-KY) said, “it also 

represents a compromise that Members on both 

sides of the aisle can and should get behind.” 

The agreement adheres to the two year budget deal 

passed in early November and provides $548 billion 

in defense spending and $518.5 billion for non-

defense spending.  All 12 appropriations bills are 

part of the 2000 page omnibus package.   

$37.2 billion is appropriated through the Energy and 

Water portion, and increase of $3 billion above the 

2015 level and $1.1 billion above the President’s 

budget request.  It includes $12.5 billion for the 

NNSA and $29.7 billion for the entire DOE.  While 

this is some $200 million below FY 2015 levels and 

$800 million below the requested levels, nearly $5.3 

billion is appropriated for defense environmental 

cleanup, more than $200 million above requested 

levels.  Total EM funding comes in at $6.2 billion.  

According to a House Committee summary, the 

bill will also allow for the continuation of prior-year 

funding for Yucca Mountain to “maintain its 

viability for future use.”   

Text of the “Consolidated Appropriations Act, 

2016” can be found here.  Summaries are available 

here and here.  A breakdown of spending is 

available in the chart on page 7 and relevant 

explanatory report language can be found on pages 

17-22.  

(Continued from page 1) 

FY 2016 Spending Agreement Reached 

http://appropriations.house.gov/uploadedfiles/12.15.15_fy_2016_omnibus_-_energy_and_water_-_summary.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20151214/CPRT-114-HPRT-RU00-SAHR2029-AMNT1final.pdf
http://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394337
http://democrats.appropriations.house.gov/sites/democrats.appropriations.house.gov/files/wysiwyg_uploaded/Summary%20of%20FY16%20Omnibus_0.pdf
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1. DOE and communities adjacent to DOE sites 

are best served when there is strong 

competition for prime contracts, regardless 

of whether the intent is to award one prime 

contract or multiple contracts.  This strong 

competition brings highly qualified 

companies and experienced key personnel 

with innovative and effective strategies for 

success.   

2. There should be adequate opportunity in the 

pre-acquisition phase of every prime contract 

competition for local government to provide 

meaningful input into the acquisition 

strategy.  Reducing the time between 

proposal submissions and contract award is 

highly desirable for smooth transitions and 

retention of key personnel critical to new 

contract execution success.  DOE and the 

host community should engage prior to the 

acquisition in order to ensure there is an 

agreement on the basic principles and long-

term goals before the acquisition is released. 

3. There should be a reaffirmation of the 

Community Commitment clause and 

contracts should be incentivized to include 

community engagement requirements to 

ensure the letter and intent of the clause is 

honored in such contracting activities as 

workforce planning, labor agreements, and 

subcontracting practices to facilitate and 

expedite communities’ transitions to 

sustainable, post cleanup economies.  

4. Future DOE-EM contracts should require a 

substantial amount of the work to be 

subcontracted to local small businesses, and 

the development and execution of the 

subcontracting plan should be evaluated at 

award and set as part of annual review 

determinations. 

5. Traditional cost-plus incentive fee (CPIF) 

contracts (River Corridor, Rocky Flats, 

Mound, Fernald, and Idaho Cleanup Project 

I) should be considered by DOE as the model 

for future procurements because they have 

been the source of many of DOE-EM’s major 

past successes.   

6. DOE-EM’s consideration of risk in its 

acquisition strategy needs to protect 

taxpayers and human health and the 

environment (the community) and drive 

project success while holding contracting 

parties accountable.  Fee structures in 

contracts where a substantial portion of 

payment is based on final outcomes have and 

will continue to diminish competition through 

punitive damages, reduce potential for 

innovation and creativity, and inhibit 

collaboration among the parties.  

7. New contracts should specifically incentivize 

the deployment of new and/or innovative 

approaches and technologies to better and 

more efficiently achieve mission objectives 

while creating new jobs in the impacted local 

communities. 

8. Acquisition planning, including decisions 

about the appropriate contract term, should 

reside at the site level, with site leadership on 

Source Evaluation Boards. 

ECA shared these principles with EM and is exited 

to work with them as well as contractors to achieve 

our common goals of safe, efficient, and cost-

effective cleanup.  

(Continued from page 1) 

ECA Releases Principles on DOE-EM 
Acquisition Reform  
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2015 CIWG INTERGOVERNMENTAL MEETING WRAP UP  

On November 18-20, 2015, ECA and other national 

intergovernmental groups held the 14th combined 

Intergovernmental Meeting with DOE at the Hotel 

Monteleone in New Orleans, Louisiana.    

The meeting provided opportunities for increased 

communication and coordination with DOE 

between states, tribes, and local communities 

affected by the ongoing 

cleanup of the nuclear 

weapons complex.   

A variety of presentations 

and roundtable discussions 

were featured by state, 

tribal, local, and federal 

government representatives on topics including 

contracting and project management, WIPP 

recovery, and EPA’s and DOE’s work on risk-

informed cleanup.  

One of the major takeaways from this year’s 

meeting was the need to improve communication 

efforts with the public on the importance of EM 

mission.  With an increasingly aging workforce and 

continued delayed cleanup deadlines across the 

complex, the urgency for clear messaging topped 

the list as a priority for participants at the meeting.  

There was strong participation from attendees 

during the last day of the conference.  When given 

the opportunity to contribute their thoughts on 

raising EM’s visibility, including how to proceed on 

the next steps of issues raised during the 

conference, each of the intergovernmental groups 

represented reiterated their commitment to helping 

EM develop a stronger message. 

Attendees also heard from and interacted with 

officials from EM including Principal Deputy 

Assistant Secretary Mark Whitney and other senior 

leaders like Deputy Under Secretary For 

Management and Performance David Klaus.  

Speakers from other relevant federal agencies also 

presented including EPA Acting Deputy 

Administrator Stan Meiburg.  Meiburg invoked a 

sense of collective responsibility by sharing the 

nation’s history regarding the difficult decisions 

made to protect the country 

during WWII which led to 

the legacy cleanup issues 

that communities and DOE 

continue to face. 

ECA met separately to 

discuss priorities for the 

coming year, including a 

review of this year’s accomplishments, meetings, 

and what to look forward to in 2016.  The Priorities 

are on pages 5 and 6. 

At the meeting, ECA staff announced unveiled the 

new ECA website (www.energyca.org).  Members 

were given the opportunity to review and discuss 

ECA’s priorities which include engaging local 

officials in key cleanup decisions and increasing 

local small business contracting.  ECA has recently 

raised both issues with DOE leaders verbally and in 

writing.  Members also discussed increasing 

funding for cleanup and improving contracting for 

future acquisitions as part of a continuing effort to 

highlight recommendations from ECA’s White 

Paper on Acquisition Reform.  Other priorities 

included communicating reuse and land transfer 

opportunities, reclassification of nuclear waste, and 

moving forward with one or more high level waste 

storage or disposal sitings. 

If you have any questions or if you would like 

further information, please contact Ivana 

Brancaccio at ivana@energyca.org.  

One of the major takeaways from this 

year’s meeting was the need to improve 

communication efforts with the public 

on the importance of EM mission. 

http://www.energyca.org
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/55c4c892e4b0d1ec35bc5efb/t/566899041c12104c24ceafdf/1449695492021/AcquisitionReform.pdf
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/55c4c892e4b0d1ec35bc5efb/t/566899041c12104c24ceafdf/1449695492021/AcquisitionReform.pdf
mailto:ivana@energyca.org
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Please visit our website: 

http://www.energyca.org 

to be added to our mailing list 

http://www.energyca.org
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*The National Defense Authorization Act only authorizes defense related activities in the DOE, it does not account 

for all anticipated DOE spending.  

 

Department of Energy FY 2016 Budget 

Appropriation FY 2015 Enacted 

($) 

FY 2016 Request 

($) 

FY 2016 NDAA 

Enacted ($)* 

FY 2016 Omnibus 

Appropriations ($) 

Department of Energy 27,916,797,000 30,527,136,000 18,528,526,000 29,717,278,000 

National Nuclear Security Administration 

Weapons Activities 8,186,657,000 8,846,948,000 8,802,797,000 8,846,948,000 

Total NNSA Funding 11,407,295,000 12,565,400,000 12,492,293,000 12,526,512,000 

Environmental Management Funding 

Defense Environmental 

Cleanup 
5,000,000,000 5,055,550,000 5,100,550,000 5,289,742,000 

Non-Defense 

Environmental Cleanup 
246,000,000 220,185,000 --- 255,000,000 

Uranium Enrichment 

Decontamination and 

Decommissioning Fund 

625,000,000 542,289,000 --- 673,749,000 

Total EM Funding 5,861,017,000 5,818,024,000 --- 6,218,491,000 

Cleanup Funding Highlights 

Carlsbad/WIPP 320,000,000 243,318,000 243,318,000 269,260,000 

Hanford/Richland 941,000,000 843,837,000 915,837,000 922,590,000 

Idaho National Laboratory 380,203,000 360,783,000 360,783,000 396,000,000 

Lawrence Livermore 

National Laboratory 
1,366,000 1,366,000 1,366,000 1,366,000 

Los Alamos National 

Laboratory 
185,000,000 188,625,000 188,625,000 185,000,000 

Oak Ridge Reservation 223,050,000 177,353,000 177,353,000 239,050,000 

Office of River Protection 1,212,000,000 1,414,000,000 1,414,000,000 1,414,000,000 

Nevada NNSA Site 64,851,000 62,385,000 62,385,000 62,385,000 

Paducah 207,215,000 168,652,000 --- 199,925,000 

Portsmouth 214,024,000 165,417,000 --- 225,166,000 

Sandia National Laboratory 2,801,000 2,500,000 2,500,000 2,500,000 

Savannah River Site 1,121,307,000 1,208,421,000 1,211,421,000 1,208,421,000 

Nuclear Energy Funding 

Nuclear Energy 833,500,000 907,574,000 --- 986,161,000 

Nuclear Waste Disposal 

Waste Disposal (Yucca) --- --- --- --- 

Legacy Management Funding 

Legacy Management 171,980,000 167,180,000 167,180,000 167,180,000 
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SOUTH CAROLINA TO FINE DOE $1M PER DAY IN JANUARY 

The Aiken Standard reports that South Carolina is 

seeking $1 million a day in penalties from DOE 

over an upcoming missed milestone at the Savannah 

River Site’s MOX Facility.  The penalties would 

begin on January 1, 2016, the 

date when South Carolina and 

DOE agreed that either one 

metric ton of weapons grade 

plutonium would be processed 

through the facility or removed 

from the state.  Neither will 

happen as the facility is only 

70% complete and there are no 

plans to remove any of the 

plutonium stockpiles from 

SRS.  If DOE refuses to pay, 

Governor Nikki Haley said the 

state would be forced to sue.   

"South Carolina cannot stand idly by while DOE 

violates federal law and fails to fulfill its 

commitment to the state," Governor Haley and state 

Attorney General Alan Wilson wrote in a letter 

dated Monday, December 14.   

According to the 2003 agreement that set the 

January 1 deadline, payments to South Carolina 

cannot exceed $100 million per year.  Governor 

Haley said that the state is happy to support the 

MOX Facility but pointed out the economic and 

environmental risks of hosting the often delayed 

project. 

The penalties, referred to as “economic and impact 

assistant payments,” are subject to the availability of 

appropriations.   

Last year, South Carolina filed suit 

against the DOE and others after 

the Administration proposed 

placing the MOX program into 

cold standby while nuclear 

officials considered other 

disposition pathways. The suit was 

dropped after Secretary Moniz 

vowed to keep the program 

running through the remainder of 

the fiscal year.  

The MOX project, which employs 

about 2,000 workers, has been scrutinized for cost 

overruns and delays in construction.  It is intended 

to help fulfill an agreement with Russia to dispose 

of at least 34 metric tons of weapons grade 

plutonium but is more than 3 years behinds its 

completion deadline and at least $3 billion over 

budget. 

According to Greenville Online, an NNSA 

spokeswoman said the agency is “working to meet 

its commitment to the state of South Carolina.”  

The Mixed Oxide Fuel Facility under 

construction at the Savannah River Site in 

South Carolina.  

Bulletin Ideas? 
Would you like to have stories featured in the next Bulletin? 

Send your ideas and photos to Devon@energyca.org 

http://www.aikenstandard.com/article/20151214/AIK0101/151219701
http://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/news/local/2015/12/15/haley-says-federal-agency-owes-state-daily/77359284/
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CHROMIUM CLEANUP NEARLY FINISHED AT HANFORD RIVER SHORE  

According to the Tri-City Herald, an estimated 129 

tons of concentrated chromium has been removed 

from the Hanford site, preventing any contamination 

of groundwater that flows into the Columbia River.  

Rob Cantwell, director of closure operations for 

Washington Closure Hanford, touted the 

accomplishment as a success for the cleanup 

mission.  

“Removing the chromium contamination keeps it 

from being driven into the groundwater by rain and 

snow and is a major success for protecting the river 

and groundwater from future contamination,” 

Cantwell said. 

Contaminated groundwater would have had 

devastating effects on humans and aquatic life in the 

region.  Chromium, which leaked from pipes or 

spilled into the soil, can cause cancer in humans and 

is particularly toxic to fish, including the salmon 

which span near the impacted area. 

Workers dug massive holes down at least to 

groundwater some 85 feet deep in order to excavate 

the contaminated soil in some areas.  The excavated 

areas have been backfilled with clean soil and 

vegetation has already been planted in those areas.  

Excavation went 10 feet deeper in areas near the D 

and DR reactors where workers dug up wet sand 

and rocks in an effort to remove contaminated soil 

Approximately 2 million tons of the excavated 

contaminated soil will be hauled to the 

Environmental Restoration Disposal Facility, a lined 

landfill in central Hanford.  The most heavily 

contaminated soil is mixed with cement to contain 

the chromium before it is added to the landfill. 

Dennis Faulk, Hanford program manager for the 

Environmental Protection Agency, is cautiously 

optimistic about Hanford meeting its standards to 

protect fish in the river in the next 10 years.   Faulk 

confirmed that the cleanup work done near the C 

and B reactors will no longer require a pump and 

treat system for groundwater.  Soil cleanup of other 

reactor areas along the river at Hanford is very close 

to being finished, according to Faulk.  

Washington Closure Hanford excavated soil contaminated with 

chromium down to 85 feet below the surface of the ground near 

D and DR Reactors 

Two former contractors at the now-defunct Rocky 

Flats nuclear power plant have been ordered to pay 

$925 million to local residents by a federal judge on 

Monday, December 14.  Those payments are in 

connection to claims that contamination blown from 

the plant endangered people’s health and devalued 

their property according to the Recorder 

Journal.  The lawsuit affects up to 13,000 people 

who owned land near the plant when it was shut 

down in 1989 due to safety violations.  The 

homeowners who filed the lawsuit claimed the 

contractors, Dow Chemical Co. and Rockwell 

International Corp., intentionally mishandled 

radioactive waste and tried to 

cover it up.  Dow Chemical 

denies any wrongdoing, 

asserting that they operated in 

a safe manner, and intends to 

appeal the order.  Rockwell, which has been 

purchased by Boeing, has said it had no liability for 

the site.  According to the judge’s order, Boeing will 

be responsible for Rockwell’s portion of the 

judgment.   A spokesman for Bowing said Rockwell 

retained responsibility for any Rocky Flats claims, 

however.   

ROCKY FLATS CONTRACTS PAY FOR CONTAMINATION 

http://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/hanford/article45473781.html
http://recorderjournal.com/2015/12/11/rocky-flats-dow-chemical-and-rockwell-international-billed/
http://recorderjournal.com/2015/12/11/rocky-flats-dow-chemical-and-rockwell-international-billed/
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MAJOR CONTRACTORS EYEING BID TO OPERATE NNSS  

According to the Las Vegas Sun, three major 

contractors are considering bids to operate the 

Nevada National Security Site (NNSS).  The 

contract, estimated to be worth up to $600 million a 

year  over a 10-year period, is expected to draw a 

number of bids to run the site on behalf of the 

NNSA.  The current contractor for the site is 

National Security Technologies LLC, a joint venture 

with Northrop Grumman and three other partners.  

The current contract expires at the end of next 

September and bids for a new agreement are due in 

December 2016. 

The current contractor has expressed interest in 

rebidding the contract as have other contracting 

giants like Lockheed Martin and Bechtel.  

Representatives from the latter two confirmed their 

attendance at a conference held by NNSA last 

month.  Both have a history of involvement at the 

site.  A Bechtel subsidiary managed the site from 

1996 through 2006; Lockheed Martin was part of 

the team that formed the subsidiary. 

Regardless of which firm wins the site, state 

officials see an economic development opportunity.  

They intend to work with the future 

contractor to encourage more work 

with in-state companies and 

Nevada’s higher education system.  

The Governor’s Office of Economic Development 

reported that it had successfully lobbied for the 

inclusion of language in the proposal that would 

encourage contractors to “consider specific 

performance goals around maximizing 

subcontracting to business within Nevada and 

strategic partnerships with Nevada’s system of 

higher education.”  Currently, 10 percent of the 

current subcontractors for the site are Nevada 

companies; the goal is to raise that to 30 percent 

within three years of the new contract. 

“If you look at some of these national labs in other 

locations, the in-state interaction is a fair amount 

greater than it is in Nevada,” said Steve Hill, 

director of the Governor’s Office of Economic 

Development Office.   

The pre-solicitation notice is available here.  

Manhattan Project National Historical 

Park Established 

This month, the National Park Service officially 

announced the execution of the agreement governing and 

establishing the Manhattan Project National Historical Park.  

The agreement was signed last month by the Secretary of 

the Interior and Secretary of Energy.  The publication of the 

announcement in the Federal Register was required by the 

law that established the Park.  Copies of the Final 

Agreement as well as a boundary map of the Park are 

available here and here.  

Interior Secretary Sally Jewell, seated, left, and Energy Secretary 
Ernest Moniz shake hands after signing a memorandum of agreement 
to establish the Manhattan Project National Historic Park, Tuesday, 
Nov. 10, 2015, at the Interior Department in Washington. Standing, 
back row, from left are, National Park Service Director Jonathan Jarvis, 
Sen. Martin Heinrich, D-N.M., Sen. Tom Udall, D-N.M. and Sen. Maria 
Cantwell, D-Wash.  

Interior Secretary Sally Jewell speaks at a signing 
ceremony for a memorandum of agreement to 
establish the Manhattan Project National Historic 
Park, Tuesday, Nov. 10, 2015, at the Interior 
Department in Washington. 

http://lasvegassun.com/news/2015/nov/25/with-billions-at-stake-contractors-eye-bid-to-oper/
https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/?doc=DE-SOL-0008418&agency=DOE
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi2n5zCzd7JAhVIMSYKHSyICzMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.acq.osd.mil%2Fncbdp%2Fnm%2FNMHB2015%2Fchapters%2Fchapter_4.htm&psig=AFQjCNHvIJxGre-_cuXY64D9x2H-sOra3g&
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/12/14/2015-31330/manhattan-project-national-historical-park?utm_campaign=email+a+friend&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federalregister.gov
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/MPNHP
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/document.cfm?parkID=482&amp;projectID=57561&amp;documentID=69146
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Portage Inc Awarded Contract to Provide Services 

to DOE Carlsbad Field Office 

Portage, Inc., a contractor based in Idaho Falls, 

Idaho, has been awarded $42.4 million as part of a 

three-year base contract to provide technical 

support services to the DOE Carlsbad Field Office 

(CBFO).  The contract requires Portgage to provide 

various services, including regulatory oversight, 

quality assurance auditing and assessment services, 

independent oversight, safety oversight, and 

environmental compliance oversight, with one two-

year option period.  Portage is currently the 

incumbent contractor. 

The primary mission of the CBFO in Carlsbad, 

New Mexico is to lead the nation’s TRU waste 

disposal effort and to manage WIPP.  

CONTRACTS 
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To sign up for the ECA news updates 

please visit our website: 

www.energyca.org 

FINLAND APPROVES CONSTRUCTION LICENSE FOR NUCLEAR WASTE 
REPOSITORY  

Last month, Finland’s government issued a 

construction license to Posiva Oy for the 

development of the world’s first permanent 

geologic repository for nuclear waste.  Posiva Oy is 

a consortium owned by two nuclear plant utilities 

that together share the cost of nuclear waste 

management. Posiva submitted the application for 

the construction license at the end of 2012.  

The underground repository will be built in granite 

bedrock on Olkiluoto Island.  The facility will have 

two parts: the aboveground encapsulation plant for 

the encapsulation of the spent fuel, and the final 

repository with tunnels in which the spent fuel will 

be placed.  Electrically-welded iron and copper 

capsules of waste will be buried around 400 meters 

underground, surrounded by clay barriers and 

capped with rubble and cement.  The facility is 

expected to have a 6,500 ton capacity and is being 

designed to last 100,000 years.  The total cost 

estimate is around $3.8 billion for installation and 

operation for the first 100 years.  

The final disposal of the spent fuel is planned to 

start in the early 2020s. 

See Posiva’s Press Release here.  

IDAHO DEQ ACCEPTING COMMENTS ON INL TREATMENT PLAN  

The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), the state regulatory agency that oversees 

environmental and public health impacts of DOE’s operations at the Idaho National Laboratory (INL), is 

accepting public comments on it Site Treatment Plan.  Comments will be accepted until December 31. 

The Site Treatment Plan established how INL will manage mixed waste at its facilities.  In its annual update, 

DOE specifies how INL will stay in compliance with changed milestones, covered waste systems, and waste 

treatment plans both at the laboratory and for off-site mixed waste included in the Plan.   

The full plan can be read here.  Comments can be submitted via the link above of via mail to DEQ’s Boise 

state office; the address is below: 

Brian Monson 

DEQ State Office 

Waste Management & Remediation Division 

1410 N. Hilton 

Boise, ID  83706 

Email: brian.monson@deq.idaho.gov  

http://www.energyca.org
http://www.posiva.fi/en/media/press_releases/posiva_is_granted_construction_licence_for_final_disposal_facility_of_spent_nuclear_fuel.3225.news#.Vm7W98o9gps
http://www.deq.idaho.gov/news-archives/waste-inl-site-treatment-plan-comment-120115/
http://www.deq.idaho.gov/media/60177621/inl-stp-120115.pdf
mailto:brian.monson@deq.idaho.gov
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INSPECTOR GENERAL REPORTS  

Management Challenges at the DOE – FY 2016 

The Inspector General annually reports on what it 

considers DOE’s most significant management 

challenges with the goal of focusing attention on 

significant issues in order to enhance the 

effectiveness of programs and operations.  This 

year’s management challenges remain largely 

consistent with those of previous years, highlighting 

a need for DOE to address these issues long term.  

FY 2016 management challenges include:  Contract 

Management, Cybersecurity, Environmental 

Cleanup, Nuclear Waste Disposal, Safeguards and 

Security, Stockpile Stewardship, and Infrastructure 

Modernization.   

Contract Management issues for DOE, which 

spends 90% of its budget on contracts and large 

capital asset projects, has been highlighted as a 

challenge by the IG and has been on the 

Government Accountability Office’s (GAO) High 

Risk List since 1990.  In 2015, GAO found costing 

and scheduling problems with EM and NNSA major 

projects but noted that DOE leadership continued to 

be engaged and has taken some actions on this area. 

DOE’s Environmental Cleanup efforts are projected 

to cost at least $300 billion and will continue well 

into the foreseeable future, according to the report.  

To meet its cleanup obligations, DOE must develop 

unique solutions to unanticipated problems 

including the leaking of a number of liquid waste 

storage tanks at Hanford and the technical 

challenges related to constructing and operating the 

Waste Treatment and Immobilization Plant (WTP).  

“This remains a management challenge that 

warrants attention on the part of department 

management,” the report says. 

Reopening WIPP and dealing with legacy defense 

transuranic waste are highlighted in the Nuclear 

Waste Disposal section, while deficiencies are 

highlighted at Y-12 are discussed in the Safeguards 

and Security section.   

Procurement of Parts and Materials for the Waste 

Treatment and Immobilization Plant at the 

Hanford Site 

Bechtel National Inc. is DOE’s design and 

construction contractor for WTP.  WTP, which 

began construction in 2001, has been plagued by 

technical issues which have led to delays to the 

$12.2 billion project.  To support construction, 

Bechtel has procured approximately $4 billion in 

parts and materials through the end of FY 2014 and 

instituted steps to ensure that those parts and 

materials meet specifications and requirements.  The 

IG reported that DOE and Bechtel have not 

“always effectively executed procurements and 

material management activities at the Office of 

River Protection.”  Specifically, errors were not 

always discovered or reported in a timely manner, 

and cost recovery for those errors was not always 

completed.  These problems were blamed on 

weaknesses in Bechtel’s quality assurance program.  

The IG made 5 recommendations that DOE 

concurred with, including ensuring that the 

contractor’s personnel fully comply with 

procurement and property management policies and 

implement corrective actions for identified 

weaknesses.  

Check out Daughters of Hanford, a project that highlights women’s 

perspectives of the Hanford nuclear site.  The project offers a cross-

section of politicians, leaders, and environmental cleanup advocates - all 

women who were part of history and the future talent putting their 

minds on the nuclear site’s toughest problems.  More information here. 

http://energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2015/11/f27/OIG-SR-16-01.pdf
http://energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2015/11/f27/DOE-OIG-16-03.pdf
http://www.daughtersofhanford.org/?page_id=29
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The Washington State Department of Ecology has an incredible opportunity for an experienced 

strategic thinker, collaborator and community leader who is committed to efficient, effective and 

accountable government.  

This position represents the Director of Ecology, working on effective solutions for cleanup of 

radioactive and chemical waste at the 586-square-mile Hanford nuclear site in southeastern Washington. 

This position plays a significant role within the agency’s executive leadership team and plays a critical 

coordination role in the agency. 

This is an exciting and challenging position for a proven leader. It’s an opportunity to become part of a 

dynamic team that engages federal, state, local, tribal, citizen, elected official and environmental group 

interests to create innovative partnerships to protect, preserve and enhance Washington’s environment 

for current and future generations. 

This position is located at our Nuclear Waste Program office in Richland, WA.  

More information can be found on the Washington State Careers website  

GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE REPORTS  

Nuclear Weapons Sustainment: Improvements 

Made to Budget Estimates Report, but 

Opportunities Remain to Further Enhance 

Transparent 

The joint report submitted to Congress in April by 

DOD and DOE includes 10-year budget estimates 

for sustaining and modernizing U.S. nuclear 

weapons.  GAO says that although estimates are 

generally consistent with the departments' internal 

funding and modernization plans, there are some 

exceptions.  GAO continues to recommend more 

thorough documentation on changes in estimations 

from year-to-year. 

DOD and DOE are currently undertaking efforts to 

sustain and modernize aging U.S. nuclear weapons 

capabilities, a project that will take decades and 

millions to complete.  The FY 2016 joint annual 

report, however, included information GAO could 

not fully verify such as whether DOD's command 

and control estimates were consistent with internal 

funding plans, because DOD failed to document 

methodological assumptions and limitations 

associated with these estimates – a recommendation 

made by GAO in June 2014. 

A full copy of the report here.  

Job Opening 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/director.html
https://www.ci.richland.wa.us/
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/washington/default.cfm?action=viewJob&jobID=1294363
http://gao.gov/assets/680/674117.pdf
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CLEANUP WORK SUSTAINS PIKETON  

Originally published on Marketplace.org 

by Lewis Wallace 

 

Norm and Betty Jo Anderson have lived in Piketon, 

Ohio, a tiny town in the Appalachian foothills, since 

the 1950s. 

It’s a company town, but the major employer is not 

your average company. It’s actually a Cold War–era 

uranium enrichment plant that was once a giant 

federal project, the 

Portsmouth Gaseous 

Diffusion Plant. Norm 

Anderson worked there 

from the beginning and 

retired in 1999 — he says 

he had a reputation at work. 

“I was called ‘Hard Head,’ 

because I had my way of 

doing things,” he said, 

laughing. 

Norm and Betty Jo, who have been married since 

they were barely out of high school, sit on their 

brown plaid living room couch, often holding 

hands, constantly laughing and talking over each 

other. They’re serving as my Pike County history 

experts: Norm remembers the early days of the 

plant, when tens of thousands of people were on site 

to build huge structures, some of the largest in the 

world at the time. 

“It’s hard to tell people of the magnitude of those 

buildings,” he said. The one he worked in had 33 

acres to a floor. 

“And those were concrete floors. Can you imagine 

pouring 33 acres of concrete?” he added.  

But when Norm and Betty Jo talk about the plant, 

there’s a sense of nostalgia bordering on sadness. 

The plant stopped enriching uranium about 15 years 

ago. The technology for enrichment has advanced 

significantly. But almost 2,000 people go to work 

there every day just cleaning up the site. Now, even 

some of those cleanup jobs could be in jeopardy. 

In the '50s, Piketon and the nearby town of Waverly 

were boom towns: visiting workers were put up in 

shacks, and housing went up in rows almost 

overnight. The plant still employed thousands of 

people through the 1990s. 

The enriched uranium was used for bombs in the 

early years, then later submarines and power plants. 

“We’re disassembling it literally piece by piece 

right now,” said Jeff Wagner, the public relations 

guy for Fluor, the contractor 

that’s running the 

Portsmouth cleanup. 

We stand outside the web of 

chain link and razor wire 

that encloses the plant as we 

talk.  In the oldest building 

inside, there’s a Star Trek–

type control room, with old-

school analog gauges 

covering every wall. I met 

three guys whose job is to sit there in shifts, 24-7, 

monitoring for leaks in the old industrial equipment. 

In the newest building, that equipment is being 

cleaned and removed, each giant piece wrapped in 

thick plastic for shipment. Workers wear full 

hazmat suits, and truckloads of dinosaur-sized 

equipment leave here daily. 

“It goes to a DOE certified disposal site in Nevada,” 

Wagner said. 

The Department of Energy oversees the project. On 

top of the contaminated machinery, the agency is 

dealing with chemical spills on the land and in the 

groundwater — the kind that were sort of routine 

back in the '50s and '60s, but are now known to be 

toxic. 

The whole cleanup is expected to take at least until 

2042, Wagner said. And, there’s the B-word. 

“The timeline is really predicated on the budget,” he 

said. With a work slowdown, it could take until 

2054 to get the Portsmouth site cleaned up. 

(Continued on page 16) 

The plant stopped enriching uranium 

about 15 years ago. The technology for 

enrichment has advanced significantly. 

But almost 2,000 people go to work 

there every day just cleaning up the 

site. Now, even some of those cleanup 

jobs could be in jeopardy. 

http://www.marketplace.org/2015/12/04/economy/nuclear-cleanup-work-sustains-ailing-ohio-town
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The budget is what Fluor and Ohio’s senators have 

been jostling with the feds about—the money 

allocated to this cleanup has fluctuated. This 

summer hundreds of workers at 

the plant got layoff warnings 

and offers of buyouts, because 

the budget for fiscal year 2016 

could go down about $50 

million from the amount spent 

in the 2015 fiscal year. 

Betty Jo and Norm Anderson 

say Piketon’s already 

struggling.  Nearly one in four 

people lives in poverty in Pike 

County, and problems with 

drugs and hunger have 

escalated as other industries 

have left. 

“This area just doesn’t have anything,” Norm 

Anderson said. “We don’t have industry any more 

like we used to.  We used to have steel mills. We 

used to have shoe factories.” 

The nuclear cleanup is one of the only things left 

bringing jobs and money into the area. In the 2000s, 

there was some hope that an experimental project 

enriching uranium with new technology on the 

Portsmouth Plant site would become a permanent 

fixture, but that project has been put on permanent 

hold. 

And here’s the conundrum: if the 

cleanup slows down because of 

layoffs, that means a longer time 

living in the shadow of the Cold 

War. But when the cleanup 

finishes, hundreds of jobs will be 

gone forever. 

“It’s not gonna affect us when 

that plant is shut down,” Betty Jo 

said. Norm is long since retired, 

and their four kids long since 

moved away. “Just everybody we 

love around here is going to go. 

And that’s sad.” 

Ultimately, Congress will determine the budget, 

taking into account the request from DOE. Jobs here 

could also depend on how raw uranium sells on the 

open market: the project makes some money every 

year from unenriched uranium sales, and there are 

thousands of rusty barrels of that just sitting on the 

site.  

(Continued from page 15) 

Cleanup Work Sustains Piketon  

Voices of the Manhattan Project, a joint development by the Atomic Heritage Foundation 

and the Los Alamos Historical Society, is publishing Manhattan Project oral 

histories.   Check them out at www.manhattanprojectvoices.org.  

The Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant, just 

south of Piketon 

http://www.manhattanprojectvoices.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwidkq6s1uXJAhVBwiYKHTmrAIgQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.centrusenergy.com%2Fgaseous-diffusion%2Fportsmouth-gdp&psig=AFQjCNGAOiPY0sL_XGLrmrXpZzdznY2XSA&ust=1450


December ECA Bulletin 

17 



18 

December ECA Bulletin 



December ECA Bulletin 

19 



20 

December ECA Bulletin 



December ECA Bulletin 

21 



22 

December ECA Bulletin 

ECA has launched an updated website and you can follow our developments on Twitter 

@EnergyCAorg.  Check out the new www.energyca.org and follow us! 

ECA LAUNCHES A NEW WESBITE 

http://www.energyca.org
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